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5INGLE PARTY NON-DISCTOSURE AGREEMENT

6. Return or Destruction ol Conlidential Informatlon. Upon termination of

',Confidential lnformation" means information disclosed to Recipient at any this Agreement or written request bV Discloser, Recipient will: {a) cease using

time relating to Discloser,s business, including, without {imitation, product Confidential lnformation, (b) return or destroy Confidential lnfornration and

designs, product plans. software and technology, financial inlormation, a11 copies, notes or extracts thereof to Discloser within 7 business days of

discounts, inventions and know-how_ Conlidential lnformation also includes Recipient has complied with these obligations,

{a} the existence of this Agreemenl, (b) the fact or natu.e ol the discussions 7. Proprietary Rights. Recipient does not acquire any inteilectual properly
between the parties, (c) the existence of the project and {d) the rightsoranyother.ightsunderthisAgreementexceptthelimitedrighttouse
entity/companv behind the project. Confidential lnformation set forth in Section 2.

/l , ,r\/--J/-ttxo Ll - 2325 1tn" "Effective Date") by the recipient identifiecl l,-,-"l"BtnThis Non-Disclosure Agreement ("Agre€meni"l is made as of
{"Recipient"} for the benefit of Venerly LLC and its Affiliates (

1. Definitions.
"ois{y/r"l

"Affiliate" means any errtity which, directly or indirectly, owns or controls, is

owned or is controlled by or is under common ownership or control with a

pa.ty, As used herein, "control" means the power to direct the management
or affairs of an entity, and "ownership" means the beneficial ownership of 50%

{or, if the applicabie jurisdiction does not allow majority ownership, the
maximum amount permitted under such law) or more of the voting equity
securities or other equivalent voting interests of the entity. €ach Affiliate tlrat,
directly or indirectly, receives Conlidential lnformation of the other party (or
any of the other party's Affiliates) shall also be bound under the terms of this
Agreement and shall ensure and be responsible for the conrpiiance of its own
Affiliates with respect to the terms of this Agreenrent.

2. Use ol Confidential lnformation. Recipient may use Con{idential
lnformation only to evaluate (a) whether to enter into a business relationship
with Discloser and (b) Discloser's proposed project.

3. Disclosure of Confidential lnformation. Recipient will: (a) hold Confidential
lnformation in strict confidence and tal<e reasonable precautions to protect
Confidential lnformation (such precautions to include, at a minimum, all
precautions Recipient empioys with respect to its own confidential materials);
(b) not divulge any Confidential lnfr:rmation to any third party (other than to
its €mployees or cont.actors as set forth below); and (c) not copy or reverse
engineer any materials disclosed under this Agreement or renove any
proprietary markings fronr any Confidential lnformation, Any enrployee or
contractor Biven access to any Confidential lnformation must have a legitimate
"need to know" such Confidential lnformation for use specilied In Section 2
and Recipient will remain responsible for each such person's compliance with
the terms of this Agreement.

4. Term; Confidentiality Period. This Agreement shall continue in effect until
terminated by Discloser upon written notice to Recipient. lrrespective of any
termination of this Agreement, Recipient's obligations with respect to
Confidential lnformation under this Agreement expire 5 years from the date
of receipt of such Confidential lnformation {except with respect to any trade
secrets where such obligations will be perpetual).

5. Exclusions. This Agreement imposes no obligations with respect to
information which: {a) was in Recipient's possession before receipt from
Discloser, {b} is or becomes a matter of public knowledge through no fault of
Recipient, {c} was rightfully disclosed to Recipient by a third partv without
restriction on disclosure or {d) is developed by Recipient without use of
Confidential lnformation as can be shown by documentary evidence. Recipient

may make disclosures required by court order provided Recipient {i) provides

Discloser with notice of such disclosure as promptly as possible, {ii} uses

diligent efforis tr.l limit such disclosure anu'oLriain cunfirjeiiiiai iiedtrnerli oi a

protective order and (iii) has allowed Discloser to pafticipate an the
proceeding. Nolwithslanding any other term of this Agreement, Recipient is
prohibited from confirming or commenting on any information, public or
otherwise, concerning Discloser or its business, regardless of its accuracy,
without prior express written permission from Discloser

8. Disclaimer. CONFIDENTIAI INFORIVIATION 15 PROVIDED "AS 15" AND WITH

AIL FAULTS.

9. Publicity. Recipient will not make, or authorize any third party to make, any
public announcem€nt or other disclosure related to this Agreement or any
potentia, agreement or relatlonship with Discloser or any of its affiliates or

subsidiaries without the prior written approval ol Discloser. For the purposes

of this Agreement public announcements include disclosures to anV person or
entity other than Recipient's employees or contractors who have a legitlmate
"need to know" by any means, including but not limited to, press releases and

written or oral statements made to the media, blogs, trade organizations,
publications, websites or any other public audience or unauthorized third
pa rties.

10. Export. Recipient agrees not to remove or export any Confidential

lnformation or anv direct product thereof except in compliance with all

applicable export laws and regulation$.

11. lrljunctive Relief. Recipient acknowledges that its breach of this

Agreement may cause irreparable harm for which monetary damages are an

insufficient remedy and therefore that upon any breach of this Agreernent
Discloser will be entitled lo appropriate equitable relief without the posting of
a bond in addilion to whatever remedies it might have at law.

12. Recipient Disclosures. Recipient acknowledBes that Discloser's employees

and contractors are not authorized to receive any confidential or proprietary

information from Recipient uniess oiherwise mutually agreed in a separate

writing executed by an authorized represenlative of Discloser.5ubject to such

a sepa.ate writin8, Recipient agrees that, with respect to any information
Recipient discloses or provides to Discloser: {i) such information is non'
proprietary and free from any restrictions on use or disclosure and {ii) no

obligation of any kind is assumed by Discloser.

13. General. Neither Recipient nor Discloser has an obligation under this

Agreement to purchase or offer for'sale any item or proceed with any

proposed transaction. lf any of the provisions of this Agreement are held illegal

or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, such provisions will be

limited or eliminated to the minimum extent necessary so that this Agreement
otherwise remains in full force and effect. Neither party may assign this
Agreement without the prior written consent of the other party. This

Agreement will be governed by the laws of the State of New York and the
United States without regard to the conflicts of laws provisions thereof, This

Agreement supersedes all prior discussions and writings and constitutes the

entire agreement between the parties with respect to the sub.iect matter
hereof. The prevailing partv in any action te enforce this Agreement will be

errtitled tu i'Ls cosis and attoineys'fees. l.lo waiver o. nrorliiication o['tlris
Agreement will be binding upon either party uniess made in writing and signed

by a duly authorized representative of each party and no failure or delay in
enforcing any right will be deemed a waiver.

ACKNOWLEDGED

Recipient:

signature:

Name:

Title:

Address:

AGR
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TBRMINATION OX' STNGLE PARTY NON-DTSCLOSURE AGREF&IENT

This of Single Non-Disclosure Agreement (this "Termination") dated
as ofthe of (the "Effective Date"), is by and among Robeft Ellick,
Township Supervisor of Solon p, Kent County, Michigan (the "Recipient") and Venerly
I.LC, a Delaware limited liability company and its Affirliates (the "Discloser"). Any terms used

and not defined herein shall have the meaning providcd in the Non-l)isclosure Agreement (defined

below).

RECITALS:

A. Recipient and Discloser entered into that certain Single Party Non-Disclosure
Agreement on June 11,2025 (the "Non-Disclosure Agrcement").

B. Pursuant to Section 4 of the Non-Disclosure Agreement, Recipient and Discloser
are entering into this Termination.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the covenants and agreements contained herein
and in the Non-Disclosure Agreement, Recipient and Discloser agree as follows:

1. On the Effective Date, the Non-Disclosure Agreement is hereby terminated and of
no fuither force or effect.

2. This Termination may be executed in several countetparts, each of which shall be

deemed an original. Delivery of an executed copy of this Termination by facsimile transmission or
email shall constitute effective and binding execution and delivery thereof and the signatures
thereon shall be deemed to be original signatures for all purposes.

[remainder of this page lefl intentionally blank]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Termination as of the day and
year first above written.

Robert lon Township Supervisor

DiEglqss:

Venerly LLC,
a Delaware limited liability company

{hx, ,lBy
Printed Name:
Title: Presirient

2



Board Meeting
June9,2025

Establisherj in 7t|57

Solon Tolvnship Hall
15185 Algonra Avenue NE
Cedar Springs 1\{I 49319

61 6-696-171 8

Minutes of the Meeting of the Solon Township Board of Trustees
June 9, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.

Meeting called to Order by Supervisor Ellick @ 7:00 p.m.
Members Present: Robert Ellick, Dorothy Willoughby A.J.Anielski, Mark Hoskins
Members Absent: Jon Stout
Also Present: Hal & Vicki Babcock, Rich Hays, Don & Cindy Nunn
Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation
Public Comment on Agenda Items: none.

Approve Agenda
A motion was made by Willoughby to approve the agenda with the addition of non-disclosure
agreement, seconded by Hoskins. The motion carried 5-0.

Approve Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Anielski to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Stout. The motion
carried 5-0.

a. Approve minutes from Board Meeting - May 12,2025
b. Approve minutes from Staff Meeting - June 4,2025
b. Approve Bill List
c. Clerk's Rev/Exp Report & Balance Sheets

Committee Reports
Cedar Springs Public Librarv: There is a meeting this Thursday with the City and the 23'd with
the library regarding reducing the footprint of the library.

North Kent Community Enrichment: Lots of programs going on. Looking at changing the name

back to Cedar Springs Area Parks & Recreation.

Old Business none.

New Business

FD New Medic Truck:
-A motion was made by Stout to approve the quotes for a new medic truck which
includes lights/sirens, graphics, slide out trays, and truck cap in the amount of
$58,048.00, seconded by Hoskins. Motion carried 5-0.

a

a



Board Meeting
June 9,2025

o FD Annual Insurance Premium: A motion was made by Willoughby to approve
the invoice for the insurance premium in the amount of $3,325.00, seconded by
Ellick. Motion carried 5-0.

FD Software Invoice: A motion was made by Anielski to approve the FD
software invoice for $4,070.48, seconded by Willoughby. Motion carried 5-0.

Non-Disclosure Agreement: A motion was made by Hoskins approving the

Supervisor to sign a non-disclosure agreement for this upcoming meeting this
Thursday, seconded by Anielski. Motion carried 5-0.

Discussion Items: none.

Correspondencb
Trustee Stout: none

Trustee Hoskins: none.

Clerk: none.

Supervisor: none.

Treasurer: Handed out cash accounts information. All funds are secure under FDIC. Trenton
coming along.

Additional public comments: Vickie Babcock mentioned the free concert in the park this
Thursday. Chief Hays thanked the Board for all the support and noted our new fire truck will be
delivered Friday the l3th.

Motion to adjourn by Willoughby, seconded by Ellick. Motion carried 5-0. Meeting
adjourned @7:24p.m.

NEXT MEETING: July 14,2025.

a



Robert Ellick

From:
$ent:
To:
Subjeil:

Good morning,

Bob, let's try to connect today or tomorrow if you're available. !'m traveling so it may be hit or miss. But pteaee

lsave a rnessege and I'll get back to you ASAP.

Also, the cornpany had to shift their visit to the morning of June 1'l th. Ptease let me know if this works tor both of
you. We't[ be meeting together.

Thanks,
Brent

I ur llal t-idl

Brent Case <CaseB@rightploce,org >

Monday, JuRe 2, 2023 7:26 AM
City Manager; Robert Ellick

Re: [Externa[ Potential Development in Solon Township

x Brent Gase, CGBP
Vice President, Business Development

E
g

B

616.301.6246 [- $ caseb@ri*hrprace.org

dqhtolsce.org

125 Ottawa Ave NW. Suite 450, Grand Raoids. Ml 49503

x

Please note: As of June 30, we will have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave $W, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503. Our ieam wilioflicially
rnove in leter lhis summer-vve look forward to uelmming you soonl

t3

From: City Mana ger <ma nage r@ cityofceda rsprangs.org>

Sent: Thursday, May 29,2A25 3:30 PM
To: supe rvisor@so lo ntwp.o rg <superuisor@solo ntwp.org>

1

x



Robe* Ellick

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Brent Case < CaseB@ rightplace.org >

Friday, June 6, 2O25 9:41 AM
Roben Ellick; City Manager
'Land Team'

[External] Nextweek's rneeting - additional info

Good morning, Bob and Darla,

l,m looking forward to connecting with you both again next week when we host the company that's considering a

n'rajor investment in your area. Thanks for accepting the catendar invitation. Mysetf and two staff members from

the cotnpany witt see you Thursday at 1 :30pm at the Solon Twp Halt.

ljust wanted to give you a heads up that the companywilt be providing a Non-Disctosure Agreement for you to
review and consider for signing. Pl,ease tet me know if you prefer to review that document in advance and I can

ask that they email it to you directty.

Have a wonderfut weekend,
Brent

dJ

I l-lr I !r r L-Jl
Erent Case, CGBP
Vice President, Business Development

125-Ollauir Av-e NW $u!!e 4-9Q, 9rsod Rqpids. MI49503

E

m

ts

616.301.6240

ilqhtBleee.qlS

[l caseo@rishr']-l?ce-qrgE

prease no{eias oitune eolwe;itihte;;;;ioarlss: 2s ottawa Ave SW"5ti;;00, 6rini iipioe, Mt agsog. our team will olficially

move in laterthis summ6r-u6 look forward to welcoming you eoonl

x

LI

1



From: Ro bert E llick <su pervisor@solontwp.org>

Sent; Monday, June 2,20231:OS PM
To: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.ory>; City Manager <rnana6er@cityofcedarsprings.org>

Subfect RE; [Externall PotentialDevelopment in Solon Township

I witt be in the office the rest of the day and tomorrow ...

From: Brent Care <CaseB@rlghtplace.org>

Sent: Monday, June 2,2Q257:76 AM
To: City Manager <manager@cityofcedarsprings.org>; Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>

Subiectr Re: [Exlernall PotentialDevelopment in Solon Township

Good rngrning,

Bob, let's tryto connect today or tomorrow if you're avaitabte. I'm traveting so it may be hit or miss. But ptease

leave a message and l'tt get backtoyou ASAP.

Also, the company had to shift their visit to the rnoming of June I 1 th. Pleaee tet ms know if this works for both of
you. We'ltbe meeting together.

Thanks,
Brent

tsrent Case, CGtsP
Vice Presidant, Business Development

HHH

fl oro.sfi.oa+o

fl riqhlplace.orq

n caseb@rlohFletrl.org

[ 125 Osawa Ave NW Suite 460. Grand Raeide. Ml4-Q803

pfiase noie: As of June fO, ulewilt hive a newaddrees: 25 Otbwa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapide, Ml 49503. Our team willofrcially

move in laterthis summer-we look forward lo welcoming you soonl

2



Robert Ellick

From:
Sent:
To:

Brent Case < CaseB@ rightplace.org >

Monday, June 2, 2025 1:06 PM

Robert Ellick

lExternall Automatic reply: [Externall Potential Development in Solon TownshipSubJect:

Hello,

I am traveling for work, returning to the office Thursday, June 5th. My responses may be delayed. Please

text me if your matter is urgent,

Best regards,

Brent
Vice President, Business Development

The Right Place, lnc.

The Manufactu ring Technology Center - Ullest

le

125 Otlawa Avenue, $uite 450
Grand Rapids, M|,49503
www.rightplace.oro

This emait has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentiats. Ctick here to report this
emait as spam.

I



Robert Ellick

From:
Sent:
to:
5ubject:

Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Saturday, June 14,2025 9:19 AM
Roben Ellick

Re: lExternal] Potential Development in Solon Township

Bob,

Thanks again for rrraking time for me, Dan and Jarrett on Thursday, We are $ratefut for your time and

appreciauve for your support and excitement for this significant proiect.

l'd tike to introduce you to our CEO, RandyThelen next week and have the three of us discuss this
opportunity a bit further, ss we exptore how we might accomrnodate thsir infrastructure needs.

l'tttouch base Monday and see if we cal find a good time to connect earty in the week.

Have a great weekend!
Best regards,
Brent

Get Outtook for iOS

From: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>

Sent: Monday, June 9,?.425 4;1.1.:39 PM

To: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Subject: RE: [External] Potential Development in Solon Township

Brent,

Can I get your phone number ptease

Bob EttiekSoton fwp. Supervisor

From: Brent Case <Case3@rightplace.org>

Sent; Tuesday, June 3,2CI25 t1:4LPM
To: City Manager <manager@cityofcedarsprings.org>; Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>

Subject: Re: IExt€rnalJ Potential Development in Soion Township

Good evening,

The company is now ptanning to visit Thursday June 1 2th. Please let me know if you're both available at
1:30 pm. lf that works for you Bob, we would have the meeting at your o{fices.

Apol,ogies for the changes, Appreciate your ftexibitity!

Thanks!



Brent

Get Outlook for IOS

From: City Ma nager <{E nase!'@ cl${ofcgda rsBrinss.a rg>

Sent: Thursday, May 29,2025 3:30:05 PM

To: sr{pervisqr@sqlqntwp.org <superyilor@5Qlqntwl,org>
Cc: Brent Case <C.aseS@rightplace.o!'s>

Subject: Potential Development in Solon Township

Hi Bob

I haven't seen you in quite a while. I hope all is well!

I talked with Brent Case from the Right Place earlier today. He has a potential development for our area and would like

to meet with us to discuss this in rnore detail. Brent may reach out to you directly for additional information.
I look forward to worklng with everyone on this opportunity!

Regards,

Darla Falcon
Cedar Springs City Manager

66 5 Main Street
PO Box 310

Cedar Springs, Ml 49319
616-696-1330 Ext 104
www. citvofcedarsprines.org

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization, Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognlze the
sender and know the content is safe.

CAUTION: Thls email originated from outside of the organizatlon. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

This emait has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Ctick he-re to report this
email as spam.

2



Robert Ellick

Frorn:
Sent:
To:
SubJect:

Good afternoon, Bob and Derla,

Foltowingthe announcement of Microsoft's investment in our region late tastyear, we at RPldeveloped a webpage
that details the many benefits of datacenters in communities in which they locate. While thls opportunity we are

discussing lS NOT Microsoft, it is a tech company looking to develop a data center csmpus in West Miehigan. I

thought this would be a hetpful resource for both of you to review in advance of our rneeting later this week,

Dala CenterB,enetits: and more

Please let me know ityou have any questions.
Best regards,
Brent

Brent Case <CaseB@ rightplace.org>
Monday, June 9, 2025 1:51 PM

Robert Ellick; City Manager
Re: fExternalJ Next week's meeting - additional info

I !-ll I Hl I Lrl
Brent Case, CGBP
Vice President, Busineas Development

E

E

E

616.301.6246 [- [f caqen@rinhtorace.org

rlSble!ac€.SfS

125 Ouawa Ave NW..Eut€ 450-Grand fiaplde. Ml 495QQ

x

Pleass note: As of June 30, we will have a new addrass: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503. Our team will offfcially

move in laterthis summer-wts look fonrard to uelcoming you soonl

x

x

I



From: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 9:40 AM
To: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>; City Manager <manaBer@cityofcedarsprings.org>

Cc:'Land Team' <land @projectpeninsula.com>
Subject: Next week's meeting - additional info

Good morning, Bob and Dar{a,

I'rn tooking forward to connecting with you both again next week when we host the company that's considering a

major investment in your area. Thanks for accepting the calendar invitation. Myself and two staff members frorn
the company will $ee you Thursday at 1:30pm atthe Solon Twp Hatt.

I just wanted to give you a heads up that the company witt be providing a Non-Disctosure Agreement for you to
review and consider for slgning. Ptease let me know if you prefer to review that document in advance and I can

a$K that they emait it to you directty,

Have a wonderful weekend,
Brent

r Hr r ur LSlJ
Brent Case, CGBP
Vice Presideni, Business Development

rishtpla€_e-olq

$ u,u.rn,.urou f [| saseb@riqhrorace,orq

[} 125 Qttavra Ave NW. Sulte4S0, 9.r.-an{ Faeids. Ml+9503

gJ :

Please noie: As oiJune 30, we will have a new addless: 25 ottawa Ave SW, Suiie 4b0, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503, Our team willofficially

move in laterthis summer-we look forward to welcoming you soon!

x

From : Ro bert E I I ick <su pe rviso r@solontwp.o rg>

Sent: Monday, June 2,70251:05 PM

To: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; City Manager <rnanager@cityofcedarsprings.org>
Subiect: XE: fExternal] Potential Development in Solon Township

2





the modern economic landscape. This page serves as an educational resource to explore

how data centers work, what communities can expect, and how their impact is being

measured.

Micyosoft 's Datacenter Conrnunity Pledge

What is a Data Center?
What is a dats center?

A data center is a facility that houses computer systems and associated components-like

servers, storage, and networking equipment. These centers store, rnanage, and distribute

digital data used by companiet governments, and individuals worldwide.



Why are dqta centers needed?

Data centers are essential for storing and processing the enormous amounts of data

generated every second. They powerthe internet, cloud-based applications, streaming

services, e-commerce platforms, and enterprise systems used by businesses across every

industry.

Who uses dqtrl centers?

Nearly everyone-directly or indirectly. Businesses use them for digital storage and

operations. Consumers rely on them for services like video streaming, online banking, and

social media. Governments and institutions depend on them for secure data handling,

communicatlons, and public service platforms.

Are data cenferc the some os server farms ar cloud infrastructure?

They're closely related. A "server farm" typically refers to the physical servers themselves,

while a data center includes the full infrastructure-powel cooling, networking, and physical

space*that houses and supports those servers. Cloud infrastructure is the virtual service

layer built on top of data centers, allowing users to access computing resources via the

internet.

Do data centers create jobs in the lang term?

While construction phases create large numbers of temporary jobs, operational data centers

also support long-term employment. These include high-paying roles in lI cybersecurity,



facilities management, and maintenance. Additionally, data centers support indirect jobs in

sectors like utilities, construction, security, and local services.

Whot is tlre environmental impact of dato centers?

Data centers are energy-intensive. primarily due to the power required for servers and

cooling systems. However, the industry is rapidly evolving to reduce environmental impacts

Many major operators are investing in renewable energy, energy-efficient designs, and

carbon reduction strategies. For example, companies like Google and Microsoft have

pledged to operate on 1OO% renewable energy by 2O3O.

Do dsts cenfers strqin locol utilities?

Data centers can increase demand on local power and water utilities, especially during

construction and scaling. Howevel these impacts are typically studied and addressed in

advance through collaboration with local infrastructure providers. Many modern data

centers use cutting-edge efficiency technologies to reduce strain and improve sustainability.

How do dqts centers affect property values?

Data centers are gene rally quiet, non-polluting facilities and don't generate significant traffic

or public footfall. They are often located in business or industrial zones. While they don't

typically influence nearby residential property values directly, they can increase local

government revenue through property taxes, which may fund improvements in

infrastructure and pu blic services.

How do communities benefit fram dota centers?



Communities benefit through increased tax revenue, job creation, and local contracting

opportunities. ln some regions, data centers have significantly boosted localeconomies-

supporting school funding, road improvements, and other public services. For example,

Loudoun County, VA, saw a17O% increase in tax revenue from data center equipment

purchases from 2AZ to 2023.

Economic lmpact of Data Centers

U.S. & Global lmpact

Based on a PwC analysis, U.S. data centers contributed $2.1 trillion to the national GDP from

zofl-2A21. They created an estimaledT.Aadditionaljobs per direct job. and can contribute

significant local and state tax revenue.

The Wall Street Journal reports a surge in Al-driven demand for workers, turning data-center

construction into a '"gold rush" for skilled trades. Many workers, from electricians to project

managers, are now earning 25-3O % more than before, and are often making six-figure

wages that align with the complexity and high demand of the work.

State & Local Case Studies

Ohio Case Study



|n2O21, data centers in Ohio contributed 57.1 billion to the state's GDP The sector created

11,5OO direct jobs, which supported an estimated 5O,OOO jobs in totalwhen accounting for
indirect and induced employment. From 2017lo2O21,these facilities generated 52.6 billion

in state and local tax revenue. Ohio offers state sales tax abatements to data centers that

invest at least StOO million and generate annual payrolls exceeding $t.S million. Additional

exemptions can be provided at the local level.

Sarpy County, Nebraska Case Study

A.2019 study by the University of Nebraska found that data center development in Sarpy

County, including projects from Meta, Fidelity, Travelers, and others, generated S3.1 billion in

economic impact during the construction phase. After construction, the centers continued

to contribute 5232 million in annual direct economic output. ln2O22, Meta announced plans

to expand its Sarpy County data center by adding nine buildings totaling over 4 million

square feet.

Virginia Case Study

Virginia, and particularly Loudoun County, has emerged as a global leader in data center

development" Often referred to as the "Data Center Capital of the World," Loudoun County

alone hosts more than 275 data centers. ln 2O18, the industry across the state was

responsible for an estimated 45,290 full-time-equivalent jobs, SE.S Uittion in labor income,

and 51O.1 billion in economic output. Despite certain tax incentives, Virginia data centers

contributed approximately 5600 million in state and localtax revenue. Notably, in Loudoun

County, every dollar in county spending related to data centers was matched by 58.00 in

localtax revenue. Google's operations in Northern Virginia alone supporled around 3,5OO



jobs per year between zAV andZA22 and contributed to local education, infrastructure, and

nonprofit in itiatives.

RuralWashington State Case Study

ln rural Washington, data center investments have significantly enhanced local economies. A

2022 report by the Washington Technology lndustry Association revealed that these

investments have led to job creation, increased tax revenues, and support for public services.

The presence of data centers has also attracted other businesses, creating a ripple effect

that benefits the broader community.

Umatilla, Oregon Case Study

ln Umatilla, Oregon, Amazon Web Services'massive investment has doubled home values,

expanded the city's budget from 57 million to Sl44 million, and created thousands of

construction and tech jobs. Nationally, data-center construction has surged over 4OO% since

2019,with $41 billion in annual investment concentrated in just 1%of U.S. counties. Beyond

jobs, these facilities boost tax revenues, fund infrastructure, and support education through

programs like Amazon's robotics and trade training.

Tech Leaders Shaping the Economy
Learn how globaltech leaders like lBM. Oracle, Amazon, Google, Meta, Microsoft, and

others are shaping local economies through data center investment, innovation, and job

creation.



Robeft Elllck

3ftfrct;
Locrtion;

Start
End:
$how ?lme Ae:

Recunrence:

M:otlng Status:

Organken

Project Peninsula Introductions and Discussion $n'personl
Solon Tornrnship Hall (15185 Algoma Ave NE, Cedar Springq Ml 49319-9642, US)

7hu6/1U2025 130 PM

Thu6l142A2s 2:45 PM

Tentative

{none)

Not yet responded

Srent Case

This emait has been scannod for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Ctick here to report thig
emait as spam.

I



Robert Elliclt

$&Jecc
Locatlon:

St rt
End:

Rccuncnco:

Mredry Strtu*

Orgenher:

Bob Ellick - Solon Township and The Right Place [ln-person]
Solon Tournship Hall t15185 Algoma Ave NE, Cedar Springs, Ml 49319-9&12' US)

wed6/18/2025 4:00 PM

Wed6l18n025 5:00 PM

{none)

Accepted

Brent Case

This email has been scanned tor spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentisls. Ctick here to report this
ernait as spam.
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Robert Elllck

Frornl
Ssnt:
Ta

El "--

si

Brent Case < CascB@rig htplace.org >

Monday, June 3O 2025 10;26 AM
Robert Ellick

lExternall Touching base - Project PeninsulaSubJect:

Good morning, Bob,

I hope you hed I greet weekend. I spoke with ths company and €ngineers taet week. We were totd the Cedar
Fietde seweriystem hae had multlpteissues in the laetlewyeare and would tiketynot be Bupported by EGL€to

expand their capacity if needod, tot alone to accommodate the roquirements for the company's wastewater
demand.

We continue to explore other optlons turth€r, but wanted to l(eep you po$tod.

Talksoon,
Brent

LgJ I-!dJ LTdJ
BrentCase, CGBP
Vice Pregident, Bueiness Dwelopmenl

[-fi qEesn0rbruerace,ero

El 
*sht*as*oro

[} aut**"r* *u*r*uo*u"*u*, *OU,uou

Pleege noto: Ag of JunE 30, r,ve will have a new sdlres$: 25 Otlaun Ave SW, S{rib 400, Grend Repld$, Ml 49503, Osr l€am will ofrclally

move in laler thb summer-{,a look forwad lo rffelooming you oonl

H}

t



Robert Ellick

Subject

Bob,

l,tt be up in your sree.tomorrow snd wondersd if you woutd want to mest for tunch eround 12:30pm. lf you're not

around, we'l[ do it another time.

Best regarcls,

Brgnt

Lij t^fl t-bl,

From:
$ent:
To:

#-*

Brent Case < CaseB@ rightplace.org >

Tuesday, July 1, 2025 2:01 PM

Robert Ellick

lExternall Lunch lornorrow?

BrentCaae, CGBP
Viea President, Businoee Development

-

[} ccqpn@fehtplac€-erg

B

B

rlglrlplae.oro

?F.gtlaFn A:{e $W.JuJb a00, Qrsnd Repldg. Ml 49609

B

Pleaae nots:We have a nsw addrasa:25 Ottavya AvE

summer-ws lsok forwad to walaoming you soonl

x

$W Sulte 4(Xl, Grand RaPide, Ml 4S503. Ourteam wlll otffclally move in IEt€r this

This emait hae been Bcanned forapam and virus€e by Proofpoint Essentials, Ctick hare to reportthie

ernait as sparn,

1



Robert Ellick

From:
Sent:
To:

Brent Case < CaseB@rightplace.org >

Tuesday, July 1, 2025 4:31 PM

Robert Ellick

Re: lExternal] [unch tomorrow?SubJectr

Greatl You pick the spet and I'il be there at 12:30pm tomorrow. Just text me if you're running ta

Looking forward to it.

Brent

'1a'' '* --- LSJI rl-Jr rl-Jl
Brent Gase, CGBP
Vice President, Business Development

Br [} casenra righrslace''crs

I riehrobce.srg

[} zS ottawa Ave sW. Suite 4-0Q,*Grand Raoidg, Ml 49503

Please note:We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503. Our team will olficially mo,re in later this

summar-ws look forward lo welcoming you soonl

Lrl 
.":

,3:

From: Robert Ellick <su pervisor@solontwp.org>
sent: Tuesday, July t,20z54:27 PM

To: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Subiect; RE: Lunch tornorrow?

lhave atownship board m€etinghereatthe office at 10:00A.M. lhopeitisdone by 12:SOandwoutd be

happy to get togetherfor tunch,

bJ



Robert Ellick

Subfect

Fron:
Sent:
To:

l:l "-

Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Wednesday, July 2,2025 10:35 AM
Robert Ellick

Re: [External] Lunch with Bob

Bob - please let me know where to rneet you for lunch.
Catlortextrnvmooite]

Thanksl
Brent

I r-lr LlJ I ut
Brent Gase, CGBP
Vice President, Business Developmenl

[f $ casebr@rishtotace'orq

[l rishtelace.org

[} 25 Onawa Aye $W'$uite 40g. Grand Rapids. M|49503

LI

Please note:Wa have a new address: Ave SW Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503. Our team will officially rnove in later this

summer-we look forward lo welcoming you soon!

LJ

LJ;

From:
Sent: Wednesday, July 2,2025 9:28 AM

SubjeC: Accepted: Lunch with Bob

When; WedTl2lZO25 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

Where: Bob to pick location

I



Robert Ellick

From:
Sent:
To:
SubJect:

Bob,

I hope your hotiday weekend was a good one! Thanks againlar rnaking time to connect last week over lunch.

The cornpany was very pleaeed to hear thatyou're witling to exptore a potentiaI infrastructure sotution with them
and the City of Cedar Springs. l'm working on getting some dates for a return visit when wB can all sit down again

and wltt get back to you as soon as they provlde some options.

Talk soon. Best regards,
Brent

Brent Case < CaseB@ rightplace.org>
Wednesday, )uly 9,2A25 4:13 PM

Robert fllick
{Externall Follow up

I UI I LJI LLII
Brent Case, CGBP
Vice President, Business Development

L [l cqseb@ri silpraqe,qts

$*"'.**
[} z g olla.w-a &e SIry, s-uite 100, 9md-&Bidg. Ml*4e9.03

iil iI-! n

Pleare note:We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave $W Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503" Out team will offcially move in later this

summer-vtre look forward to welcorning you eoonl

lxlg

bJ;

1



Robert Ellick

SubFct:

Frome
9ent
To:

g'- Brent Ca*e, CGBP
Mce Preeidont, Business Davelopmenl

Brent Case <CaseB@ rightplace,org>
Friday, July 18,2025 11:50 AM
Robert ElllcK City Manager

lExternall Project Peninsula - hold for rneeting dates

Good morning,

The company invotved in Project Peninsuta have asked if we coutd save the afternoon of Juty 29s and the day of

August 6th for a potentiat Teame catl or poseibty a vieit. Please l€t me know if eisrer d tftoce might work for you and

I'tt coordinate beeed on your avaitabltity.

TRanl(s,
Brent

Ldl I !r Lbll

Er B easab(@rishrqhca'oro

$ non*lro',',*

[| es Onnre ArcSW, Sunba0$,. genu ReoEe.lril 4g503

8l
Plgnro oote:w€ hsvo e new eddrcee:25 Othvva Rve Sw, Suit6 400, grand Rsplcls, Ml 49503. Our leam will oftcia[y m0v9 in lalerthtrs

3ummetH,"(! look f0rward to w€lcoming you Saonl

This emait has been scanned for spam €nd viruses by Proofpoint Essentiale. Ctickheleto reportthis
emait as spam.

1
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Robart Ellick

SubJcct:

From:
Sant:
To:

Great, thank$!

B!

Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace,org>

Friday, July 18,2025 11:59 AM
Barla falcon; Robert Ellick

Re: IExterna[ Project Peninsula - hold for meeting dates

LIJJ rr.il llll
ErentCase, CGBF
Vice Prssidant, Businogs Devebpment

[|r [l casob(?donrohcecrg

[} no**. oro

[} ?e otflrs-Avq,.9Yv. s,uitq{tQ Qend Sc.rfs,l*llsf0s

EI

Flsme nole:We have a naw addnege: 25 Otbwe Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Raplds, Ml 49503. Our team wil oftcielly move in htsr lhis

summer-we look foruard to welcoming you coonl

EI

From: Darle Falcon <ma nager@cityofcedarsprings.org>
S*ntr Friday, July 18, 2025 11:55 AM
to: Brent Case <CgseB@rightplace.orS>; Supervisor@Solontwp.Org <Supervisor@Solontwp.Org>

Subfectr Re; Project Penlnsula - hold for meetlng dates

Brent
Both of those dates and tirnes workfor me. I witl blockthem off on my catendar so I don't schedute
enything.
Thanlcyou
Darla

I

EI



Robert Ellick

From:
Sent:
To:
SubJect:

X

Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>
Tuesday, )uly 22,2025 4:08 PM

Robert Ellick; City Manager
Re: [External] Project Peninsula - hold for meeting dates

Good alternoon,

The company has confirmed the afternoon of Juty 29th for a Tearns calt with u$ at[. Stay tuned for a calendar invite
to nait down the time.

Atso - please hold Aug 13rh for an in-person visitlmeetingwith the company representativee as wetl. I don't have

the timingyet, butwitt pass along a calendar invitation as soon as I do.

Thanks!
Brent

rlr rsr LHJ
Brent Case, CGBP
Vice Presidenl, Business Development

B-B***e'c$rc
B riohtolace.org

fB ?5 ottawa Avo SW, suite-{Lo, Grano &pide.Ml*4954g

Pleaso note:W€ have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503. Ourteam will olficially move in laterthis

summer-we look forward to welcoming you soon!

ic;

From: Brent Case

Sent: Friday, July 18. 2025 11:50 AM
To: Supervisor@Solontwp.Org <Supervisor@Solontwp.Org>; City Manager <manager@cityofcedarsprings.org>

Suhject: Project Peninsula - hold for meeting dates

1

LI



Robert Ellick

F:om:
Sent:
To:
5ubJect:

We are on for 3pm Juty 29th for a Teams catl. l'll send an invitation tomorrow rnorning.

Atso, they confirmed a vieit for Aug 13 and when I get a time l'tl $hare that as wett. But please add that
date to your calendars lor now.

Thanks,
Brent

Get Oultookfcr iOS

From: Brent Case <Case B@rightplace.org>
Sent: Tuesday, July 22,2025 4:07:51 PM

To: Supervisor@5olontwp,O16 <Supervisor@Solontwp .OrE ; City Manager <manager@cityofcedarsprings.org>

$ubject: Re: Project Peninsula - hold for rneeting dates

Good afternoon,

?he company has confirmed the afternoon of luty 29th for a Teams catl with us atl. S?aytuned for a calendat invite

to nail down the tame.

Al,so - please hotd Aug 13rh for an in-person visit/meetingwith the company repre$entatives as wetl. I don't have

the tlmlng yer, but wltl pass atong a calendar invitation as soon as I do.

Thanks!
Brent

Brent Case < CaseB@ rightplace.org >

Thursday, )uly 24,2A25 12:27 ?M
Robert lllick; City Manager
Re: lExternal] Project Peninsula - hold for meeting dates

r;lLJ

t :-Jt I Jl I LJI

Brent Case, CGBP
Vice President, Business Developmenl

25 Ottawa Ave SW, $uite 400, -Grand Rap!!S-M!i9503

E

I
B

-

rishtBlage,prg

B**plsscJsrs

Please note:We have a new addre6s: 25 Ottawa Ave $W, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503, Our team will officially move

1

*.

summer-we look forward to welcoming you soon!

in later thie



Robort Ellick

Frorn:
Sent:
?o:

El 

-

8l

Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

luesday, luly 29,2025 1:56 PM

Robert Ellick

Re: [External] ProjeA Peninsula - hold for meeting dates$ubJect:

Resent. Losks tike you accepted it before...let me knowlf you don'tget lt.
Cstt ortext me if you stitl don't get it.

Talkwith you soon,

r r-rr LHJ l ur
ErcntGase, CGBP
Vice ProsidEnl, Bueineas Danelopment

[f $ e'-qnt'@*Er"rl6ree- ors

p ott**u*

ffi 2s ottilaAvesW $uilgl90 S€n4 Rspide, [4l4.0qqp

Plerce noiolWc hane a new addreeE: 25 Otlsws Aw 9W Suite 400, Gund Rapidr, Ml 49603. Our teem wifl offcially movc in latarihle

aq$msr-'lrri look foruard to unlcomirg you roonl

El 

-

E]

From: Ro bert Ell lck <su pe rvlsor@solontvrp.org>
Senk Tuesday, July 29,2A2r 1:53 PM
To: Erent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Suble* RE: lExternall Proiect Penlnsula - hold for meetlng dates

1

I ds not have an invitation yet,...,....,,.,



Robert Ellick

Frtnr:
fsnt
To:
Subfect:

Bob,

Thanks for hosting u$ today. We al.t thoughtthe meetingwas extrenety productlve and your inputwasvery
valuablel Thank you for your continusd support on thie proiectl

Let me knowif you would be availabte to connect over tunqh around noon on Aug2Tlh?You can pick ths spot.

Thanlcs,
Brent

Brent Case < CaseB@ rightplace.org >

Wednesday, August 13,2025 2:12 PM

Rsbert Ellick

lExternal Follow up and lunch

Brent Case, CGBF
Mce Preeident, Bu*inesa Deuelopment

B f [} 
oa*enoqqhtdace.srq

[} non o,.r.,ot

B 2s otifwa Aw SW suite *00. Qra$ Raeide,#l*g5os

tr$

Plcase noto:We hare a new address: 25 Othwa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapicl*, Ml 49503" Our team will oflicially move ln latel this

sumffar-trve look forunrdto welcomtng y0u roont

tr

1



Robert Ellick

Good morning, Bob,

I hope this emait finds you wett.
Things are stilt progressing welt for project Peninsula and I wondered if you would be availabte to catch up over

lunch tomorrow (Weds, Oct 1]. I can be up there as early as 1'l:45am.

Thanksl
Brent

From;
Sent:
To:
Subject:

c!

Brent Case < CaseB@ rig htplace.org >

Tuesday, September 30, 2025 'l 1:01 AM
Robeft Ellick

[External] Lunch tornorrow?

r ul r ur lllj
Brent Case, CGBP
Vice President, Business Development

B

ts

E

[| caseb@riqhtplace.orq

rishtpla.cel,{g

25 Otlawg.Av-e 9W. $uile_400. GFnd Rapide. i4l ,19593

We have a new atldrgss: e5 oftawa Ave 5w, Surte 400, Grard Rapids, Ml 49503.

bJi

This emait has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentiats. Gtick here to report this
email as spam.

1



Robert Ellick

SubJcct:
Location:

Start:
End:
Show Tlme As:

Recurrencel

Mecting Stetus:

Organher:

Lunch with Bob/Brent
Nonno's Restaurant - CS

Wed fi/l/2025 12:45 PM

Wed 10/1/2025 2:00 PM

Tentative

(none)

Not yet responded

Brent Case

M icrosoft Tea mS Ns€d*tetp(

Join the meeJing now
Meeting tD:248702372 915 0

Passcode: 8tg3xo6b

For organizers: Meetjlrg opti-qli

This emait has been scsnned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentiats. ctick here to reportthis
ernail as spam.

1



Robert Ellick

Good morning, Bob,

The guys from Project Peninsula witt be here Thursday Oct 23'd and we'd tike to meet with you tikeLy tate
morning. But potentiatty early afternoon.

I'tl keep you postecl as the agen.ta f lrms up.
Thanks!

Brent

From;
Sent:
To:
Subject:

x

Brent Case <CaseB@ rightplace.org >

Thursday, october 9, Zazs 9:58 AM
Roben Ellick

[External] Project Peninsula

l-54J I-U.l t-H.J
Brent Cese, CGBP
Vice President, Business Development

25 O{awa Ave SW. S-uite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49509

ts

ts

ts

I[} qnEen@ls$plsss.alo

rqblp-lacsars

di

We have a new addregs: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, $uite {00, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

tc*

i:J !

1



Dorotlrv Wlllouohbv

ltomz
S.nC
To:
Cc:

SubJxt

A J, Arielski
Wcdnesday, Ortober i5. 2025 1 l;51 AM

Baent Caie
R0bert Elli.k; Dorothy willaughby
RE:2025 Millage Rates

2029 SOION TWP Summer millnge rates p{lf

Good morning Brent. Attached are the rates your requested. Note these are only the summer tax rates since winter has

not yet been submitted. The only winter rate submitted but not shown is for Kent City School district. Since they split

their millage rates in half for each tax season, the winter rate matches their summer rate.

Feel free to reach out if you need anything else.

A.J. Anielski
Treasurer
Solon Township, Kent County
15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Springs, Ml 49319
treasurer@solontwp.org
515-696-1718

"Do what you can, with what you have, where you are."
-Theodore Roosevelt

From: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>
Sent: Wednesday, October 75,2A2511:10 AM
To: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; A.J. Anielskl <treasurer@solontwp.org>; Dorothy Willoughby
<assessor@solontwp,org>

Subject: RE:2025 Millage Rates

Do you want just Soton Twp. Locat mittage rate or do you want it to inctude school and county mittage as

wett?
Bob

From: Brent Case <CasqB@tishtplaqe.ors>

Sent: Wednesday, October L5,202510:54 AM
To: A.J. Anielski <treasUrer(&solgntwp.org>; Dorothy Willoughby <assessor@solontwp.org>

Cc: Robert Ell ick <Luoervisor@solontwp.ors>

Subject: IExternal] 2025 Millage Rates

Good morning,

Sorry to inctude a few of you, but l'm trying to get this info for a prospect. Coutd you ptease share a PDF or a link to
the 2025 Mitlage rates for Solon Township? I couldn't find it on your website and the mittage rates on the Kent

County site are trom2A24.

Thank you!
Brent

Aitachmants,

1



Br*nt Case, CGtsP
Vice Presidenl, Business Development

sl casab@riohlolace.gg

ffi rightplace,ero

? 25 OHawa Ave SW. Suite 400, Grand RaoiqlLM149503

IYET}T TIC}IIGAH's

ls

\ffiewPWE :'

We have a new addrcss: 25 Ottrwa Avo $W, 6uite 400, Grurrd Raplds, Ml 49503'

This email has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials- Ctick her.e to report this
email as $pam,
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"Do what you can, with what you have, where you are."
-Theodore Roosevelt

Frorn: Robert Ellick <sgpervirqt@:glont n>
Sent Wednesday, October 15,2A2511:10 AM
To: Brent Case <Cas€B@rlghtplace >; A,J. Anielski<treasurer@sclU{wB.oIg>; Dorothy Willoughby

<assessor@solontwD,org>

Subiectr RE: 2025 Millage Rates

Do you want just Soton Twp. Local mittage rate or do you want it to inctude schoo{ and county mil.tage as

well?
Bob

From: Brent Case <Case8@rjshtplace.ore>

Sent: Wednesday, October t5, ?O2510:54 AM
To: A.J. Anielski <treasurer@solontwp.orq>; Dorothy Willoughby <assessor@solpntwp >

Cc Ro bert Ellick <suoervisor@solontwp.ora>

Subjecr: [ExternalJ 2025 Millage Rates

Good morning,

Sorry to include a few of you, but I'm trying to get this inlo for a prospect. Coutd you please share a PDF or a link to
the 2025 Miltage rates for Soton Township? I couldn'tfind it on your website and the mitlage rates on the Kent

County site are lrom2024,

Thank you!
Brent

Brent Case, CGBP
Vice President, Business Developmenl

tl
t..i p caseb@righlplgce.org

ffi riohtplace.or-q

I 25 Ottawa Ave SW. Suite 400. Grand Rapids. M|49503

IEST TICHrcAil'S
,frrf

llf
RI6HT PTATE . ..rr;:r!r I ':t t,. ;! I

We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503'

3



Thenksl
Brent

Brent Case, CGBP
Vice Presidelrl, Business Development

il 

- 

g1 cageb@rishtplege.srs

h-J riohtplace.orq

S 25 Otlawa Ave SW Suite 400*Grand Ranids.-lrl 49i09

}VE$T HICHIGAH'S

\ffieHrPLArr
ailt

ws have a new addresE: 25 Otlrwa Ave sw, Suite 400, ffrand Raplds, Ml 49503.

20.25 STATE OF THE NEG,'AN NEPONT
.\rt ;t1 ;Ii-J2t,ir irtt-t1,,.f I lt,-y. t.1{t.)i,iOtn!{
{t,.:tr 1.. .ti i.|t,.ti,',' r-:'-,.1;;1 .! i::.'j/}((lj

From: A.J, Anielski <treasurer@solont
Sen* Wednesday, October 15" 2025 11:50 AM
To: Brent Case <Case8@dghtplace.orq>

Cc: Robert Ellick <suoeruisor@solo >; Dorothy Willoughby cclerk@solontwp.orgl
Subjea: RE:2025 Millage Rates

Good morning Brent. A*ached are the rates your requested. Note these are only the summer tax rates since winter has

not yet been subrnitted. The only winter rate submitted but not shown is for Kent City School district, Since they split
their millage rates in half for each tax season, the winter rate matches their summer rate.

Feel free to reach out if you need anything else,

AJ. Anielski
Treasurer
Solon Townshlp, Kent County

15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Springs, M|49319
!rs@
516-595-1718

2



Dorothv Wllounhbv

From;
Srnt
Tq
Car

sldj.cb

A.J. Aniehki
Wednexiay, 0ecombe. 17, 24291.1'.16 Alll
gr€ot Crra
[co|omi* Developmsnl; Rflltdy Thelen; Roben Hli(k Borolhy ri,jllouqhby

Rt: {traemall 1025 Mlllagc Ratet

Solon Tourship Trx.nillage.ates.xl3t

Good morning Brent.

Attached is r copy of the entir€ 2025 millage rates for our township. As we discussed we have 2 tax seasons, but Solon

Township only receives the designated amounts through the winter tax season. The yellow highlights designate the rates

that Solon Township collects for our operating costs and our Fire service costs. Ad Valorem are the taxes paid by

residential land owners; lfT is the "lndustrial Facilities Tax" that currently only applies to our single manufacturer in our

township (J-Star) and is at a reduced rate (50%h and since the'DNR may not be taxed, they pay a PILT or "Payment ln

Lieu of Taxet" which basically equates to the residential tax millage rate over the 10 DNR parcels that are in our

township, Although I can not officially confirm,my understandlng ls that'the company' might identify in the IFT

cat€gory.

Combining this with the budget Bob provided, you can see Solon Township runs lean. Once NDA's are closed and the

board has the opportunity to openly ask questions, I believe any tax concerns are pre-empted by understanding 'the

company's' position with regard to the state of Michigan. Knowing what tax abatements, adjusted tax rates or "deels" is

one crucial €omponentto our understanding of the proiect's impact on our community.

lf you have specific questions, please let rne know. Thank you for reaching out. Merry Chrlstmas!!

AJ. Anielski
Treasurer
Solon Township, Kent County
15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Springs, M149319

t r'e a s u re r @ so I o ntwp" o rg

615-696-1718
Moblle:

"Do what you can, with what ycu have, where you are."
-Theodore Roosevelt

From; Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Senu Monday, December 15, 2025 8:53 AM

To: A.J. Anielski <treasurer@solontwp.org>; Dorothy Willoughby <clerk@solontwp.org>

Cc: Econornic Development <econdev@projectpeninsula.com>; Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>; Robert

Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>
Subject: Fw: [External] 2025 Millage Rates

Good morning, A.J.,

This spreadsheet outtining mitl,age rates was shared with us back in October. The company was hoping to get a bit

more clarification on which taxes the township cotlects for township operations, fire, police, library, and/or other

activities. We weren't 1000/0 sure if it was the orange hightighted boxes, what the green ones might be'..etc. lf
possible, it woutd be very hetpfut if we could schedule a call to have you tatk us through this spreadsheet in the

nextfew days.

Attechrnrti3t

1
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Robert Ellick

Subject:
location:

Start:
End:
Show Time As:

Recurrence:

Meetlng Status:

Organizer:

Bob/Brent/Randy
Solon Township Hall (15185 Algoma Ave NE, Cedar Springs, M149319-9642, US)

Mon 11/17/202510:30 AM
Mon 11/171?02511:30AM
Tentative

{none}

Not yet responded

Brent Case

Microsoft Teams Ne.e-d help,?

Join"the meeling ngs{
Meeting )D:287 890 583 366 47

Passcode: VC93Am3rn

For orga nizers: Mgeting*aBtiqns

This ernait has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Ctick here to report this
email as spam.

1



Robert Ellick

to:
Cc:

Sent:

Subiect:

From: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Friday, December 12,2025 12:36 PM

Robert Ellick

Dorothy Willoughby; A.J, Anielski
Re: [External] Do Not Reply - Solon Township

Got it. Thx!

Get Outlook for iO$

From: Robert El lick <supervisor@solontwp.org>

Sent: Friday, December L2,202512:33:08 PM

To: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Cc; Dorothy Wllloughby <clerk@solontwp.org>; A.J. Anielski <treasurer@solontwp.org>
Subject: FW: lExternal] Do Not Reply - Solon Township

Here you go Brent text rne and tet rne know that you received it

ThankYou Bob Ettick
Solon Twp. Supervisor

From: Solon Township <solontownsh ipsca n@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, Decernber L2,20251:23 PM
To: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>
Subject: lExternalJ Do Not Reply - Solon Township

CAUTION; This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content as safe,

This erneit has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Ctick here to reportthis
email, as spam.

t
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Mark Horkine <markhoeklns@bhhsml.com>

RE: $olon Twp - Peninsula Discussion fln-pereonl
2 messages

Robert Elllck <supervisor@solontwp.org> Tue, Dec 30,2025 at4:28 PM
To; Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>, Economic Development <econdev@proJeclpeninsula.corn>, Developmenl Tearn
<ken@projecgenlnsula.com>, Development Team <development@projectpaninsula.com>
Cc: Mark Hoskins <mar*hoskins@bhhsmi.com>

Mark and I wlll be attending as requested. Do we have an address ?

Bob

---Orlgl nal Appoi ntment---
From: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>
Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2025 3:50 PM

lior Robert Ellick; Economlc Development; Development Team; Development Team

SubJect [External] Solon Twp - Feninsula Discussion lln-personl
Whanr Tuesday, January 6,202611:00 AM-12:00 PM (UTC{5:00} Eastern Time {US & Canada}.

Where;25 Ottawa Ave $W Suite 400; Exchange/Board Room

Bob, please share this invite with Mark and other board members you'd like to attend.

Will discuss the situation we're $eeing around the state/country when rezoning reguired. Discuss desired
agreement(s) with Gedar Springs.

Microsoft Tealn$ rrreed hetp?

Join the meeting now

Meeting lD: 281 223 099 739 63

Passcode: drrZFtTJ

Far organizers: Meeting options



Robert Elllck <supervlsor@solontwp.org>
To: Mark Hosklns <markhoskins@bhhsmi.com>

Tue, Dec 30.2025 at4:37 PM

From: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>
Sent: Tuesdag December 30, 20?5 4:34 PM

To: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>
SubJect: Re: IExternalJ Solon Twp - Penlnsula Discussion fln-person]

It's on the invitation.

25 Ottawa Ave SW $uile 400 {4th floor)

Parking is available in the ramp Just South of the Building on Weston $t. Or street parking but be sure to pay the moter

Call or text if you naod any directions.

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy emartphone
Get Outlook forAndroid

{Quoled tsxt hlddenl

CAUTION: This emailoriglnated from outslde of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize

the sender and know the content ls safe.



Robert Ellick

From:
Sent:
To:

Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Iuesday, December 30, 2025 4:29 PM

Robert Ellick

[External]Automatic reply: Solon Twp - Peninsula Discussion In-person]SubJect:

Hello,

I arn on vacation until Monday, Jan 5th and rny response will be delayed. Please text me if your matter is

urgent,

Happy Holidays,

Brent
Vice President, Business Development

The Rlght Place, lnc.
The Mi Manulacturing Technology Center - West

:Mobile

125 Ottawa Avenue, Suite 450

Grand Rapids, M|,49503
www,riqhtplace.0rg

This emai[ has been scanned for sparn and viruses by Proofpoint Essentiats. Ctick here to report this
emait a$ spam.

t



Robert Ellick

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org >

Tuesday, December 30, 2025 4:34 PM

Robert Ellick

Re: fExternal] Solon Twp - Peninsula Discussion [n-person]

It's on the invitation.

25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400 (4th ftoor)

Parking is avaitabte in the ramp just South of the Buitding on Weston St. Or street parking but be sure to
pay the meter.

Catt or text if you need any directions.

Sent from my Verizon, Sanrsung Gataxy smartphone
Get Quttook for Android

From : Ro bert E I lick <su pervisor@solontwp.org>
Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2025 4:28:21 PM

To: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Economic Development <econdev@proiectpeninsula.com>; Development

Team <ken@projectpeninsula.com>; Development Team <development@projectpeninsula.com>
Cc: Mark Hoskins <markhoskins@bhhsmi.com>
Subject: RE: Solon Twp - Peninsula Discussion fln-personl

Mark and I witt be attending as requested. Do we have an address ?
Bob

-----O riginal Appointme nt-----
Frorn: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>

Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2025 3:50 PM

To: Robert Ellick; Economic Development; Developrnent Team; Development Team
Subject: IExternal] Solon Twp - Peninsula Discussion [ln-person]
When: Tuesday, January 6,202611:00 AM-12:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).

Where: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 40O; Exchange/Board Room

Bob, please share this invite with Mark and other board members you'd tike to attend

Wilt discuss the situation we're seeing around the state/countrywhen rezoning required. Discuss desired
agreement(s) with Ced a r Springs.

Microsoft Teatils \reecl help?

1

Join the meetinq nou/



Robert Ellick

SubJect;
Location:

Start:
End:
Show Time As:

Recurrence:

Meeting Status:

Organizer:

Lunch and discussion with Solon Twp &, Cedar Springs - Project Peninsula fln-personl
25 Ottawa Ave 5W, Suite 400; Exchange/Boardroom

lue 1/6/2O25 12:00 PM

lue 1/6/2026 3:00 PM

Tentative

(none)

Not yet responded

Brent Case

Bob and Darla - we will be catering in lunch for everyone at noon and begin discussion around 12:30.
Darla, please invite your water/wasteweter engineer and if you'd like to bring in a cornmissioner/trustee, that's OK

too.

l.lntroductions

lntroductions of participants

Overview of meeting objectives and anticipated outcomes

ll. Munioipal Sorvice Frameworks: Water & Wastewater - PA 425 Overview

lntergovernmental cooperation and how it could applyto the Project Peninsuta area
Overview of potential, approaches, inctuding amendments to existing agreements or creation of a new
agreement

Atternative Service H ode[s

Overview of intertocal agreements for water and wastewater services

Hlgh-tevet comparison of servlce detivery options

lll. Rezoning Process &Community Planning

Overview of the rezoning process and anticipated timeline

lntroduction of the project concept and planning considsrations

Discussion of potentiat zoning standards and conditions to guide future development

Opportunities for pubtic input during the rezoning process

lV. Water & Wastewater lnfrastructure Planning

Overviaw oi existing infraetructure and capacity

Long-terrn ptanning considerations and future demand

Coordination with regulatory agencies and permitting requirements

Phasing and implementation considerations

Gommunlty Engagement & Pubtlc Partlclpatlon
Share overview of what was di$cu$s eafl,ier with Consumers

I
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Yvonne Serna(lr
Mondat Janurry 12,zCaE 3;50 PM
nnrttbunf:ftkksmpj<rc6rePtidwofk.cm;ttatoaucckf;MrrlHorkins{ma*horkins@bhhsmi.an}iB.ad.er€yKeith
5awade

Roberl 6lli(k; A,J. Anielrki; Dorothy Wlloughh'yi Prursia i"lawi{r}t Jer{y Gross

Reqmst to redw dcumer* F€ Mtg Jan 28th, 2026

!lpp-data-c€nters-a025.pdl

lollow up
tlagged

C3:
Subfcct
Atl'clun.nE:

Folonr Up flrg:
Fleg sirfia

Good afternoon,

Ptease see and review attached documentation regarding an agenda item for the January 28'h PC m€eting

as requested.

Thankyou,

tban*w8rtunam
Adrninistrative Assistant
Soton Twp Office
Mon -Wed 9 am to 5 pm
616-696-1718

1
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WHAT HAPPEHS WHEN DAJTA
CENTERS COME TO TOWN?

TcrryNgryon

BAPubltc Pollcy

EenGrc€n

Assistant Professor, School of Information and
Gerald R. Ford school of Publie Pollcy

Prrtncr: Mlchlgan Envlronmental lustlce
Coalltlon

sipp.ford sehool.utnich.edu luly r.oz5 I r
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lntroduction

The rapid growth of data centers, wlth their enormous energy and

water demands, necessitates targeted policy interventions to mltigate

environmental lmpacts and protect local communities. To address

these lssues, states with exlsttng data center tax breaks should adopt

sustainable growth potlcles for data centersr mandatlng energy audlts,

strlct performance standards, and tenewable energy integratlon, whlle

also requlring transparency tn energy usage reportlng, fiRenewable

energy additionalltyrt clauses should ensure data centers contrlbut€

to new renewable capaclty rather than relylng on existing resources,

tf these measures prove insufficlent, stat€s should conslder repeallng

tax breaks to slow unsu$talnable data centet growth. gtates without tax

breaks should avold such lncentives altogether whlle slmultaneously

implementing mandatory reportlng requirements to hold data centers

accountable for thelr envlrotmental impact. Broader measures should

include protectlng local tax revenues for achools, regulating utllity rate

hlkes to prevent cost-shlfting to consumers, and allgnlng data center

€nergy demands with state climate goals to avold prolonglng reliance

on fossil fuels.

stpp.fordschool.umich.erlu lulyzazslz



scrt NIr'. TF r]HN0t 0riY,
AND t'Utjl_tC P(]LtCYM

Key Findings

tncreared Utlllty nateo: Data centers increase local electrlc utiltty rates by drivlng up overall

energy demand, which can straln grid capaclty and force utlllties to inv€st in costly infraetructure

upgrades. These costs are passed on to resldents through htgher rates. Data centers have also

secured long-term power agreementE, whlch reduce the available supply and push prlces up for

other consumers.

Hlgh Resource Consumptlon: A slngle data center can consume up to 2 megawatt hours of

power-equivalent to the power used by a,ooo homes-and mllllons of gallons of water annually

for cooling, straining local resources and lnfrastructure.

Ineffective Tax Incentivee: Tax breaks for data centers do not deliver the prornlsed economic

beneflts, such as high-payingJobs, and they reduce local tax revenues, while shifting ftnancial

burdens onto communities and schools.

Cllmate and Energy Challenger: Data center*r massive energy demands are prolonglng the

operation of fosslt fuel plants and undermining state renewable enelgy goals, as seen ln states

like Michigan, Virginia, and Nebraska.

Resource Efficiency Trade-Off: While advanced cooling methods lilrc liquid lmmerslon and

dlrect-to-chlp coollng offer energy efficlency improvements, current technologtes force a trade-

off between energy and water efflciency, llmtting sustainable solutions.

Pollcy $oluttons: To mitigate data centers' environmental impacts and align thelr growth with

sustalnabtllty goals, policymakers should adopt model laws ltke the German Energy Efflciency

Act, add requirements for new renewable energy, and enforce transparency through mandatory

rePorting.

stpp,fordschonl.u mich.edu lulyzoz5 l1
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Backgroundl Data Centers and the Environment

What is a data center?

A data center is a specialized facility deslgned

to house and manage an organlzatlonts IT
infrastructure , including serv€rs, storage systemst

networklng equiprnent, and other hardware essential

for processlng, storlng, and distributing vast amounts

of data. These facilities s€tve as the backbone of

modern dlgital services, enabling tverythlng from

cloud computlng and online transactlons to sttearning

platforms and artlficial intelligence (AI) applicatlons.

Data center designs incorporate advanced cooling

systemsr backup power, and in-house cybersecurlty

mea$ures to ensure efficlency, rellablllty, and

security, As data c€nters continue to grow in scale

and complexity, their energy use and envlronmental

footprlnt are also expandtng.

Why are date centers growing so
rapidty?
Data centers are growlng raptdly due to the

exponenttal lncrease ln data generatlon and

consumptlon occurrlng acros$ lndustries. The

proliferatlon of cloud computlng, lnternet of things

{lof } rlevtees, artificial lntclligence, and big data

analytlcs has created an lnsatlable demand for
storage, processing power, and connectlvity. AI has

largely drlven lnereaees in data center electriclty
dernands as advanced machlne learning rnodels

requir€ masslve computatlonal power for tralnlng
and inference. One estimate suggests that a prompt

on ChatGPT requires 10 tim€s more en€rgy than a

tradltlonal Google $earch.' Buslnesees and conrumers

rely on seamless and instantaneous acc€ss to online

servlces, streamlng platforms, and real-tlne
applications, necessitating servar infrastructure
to support these needt. Additionally, the shift to
remote work and hybrid models during thecovtD-19

pandemlc f$rther accelerated the reliance on cloud-

based solutions, pushing data center expanslon.

Photo credlt! andrei3to - stockadobe,com

Why do date centers consume weter
for cooting?

For higher-density data centers, llquld eoollng is

requlred to mainlaln performance requirements. Data

center$ generate heat prlmarity due to the electrlcal

energy consumed by servers, storage systems, and

networklng equipment. When electricily powers these

components, a signlflcant portion is converted into
heat due to reslstance in clrcults, $emlconductor

swltching losses, and other lnefflclencles. Hlgh-
performance co$putlng tasks, such as AI tralnlng,
cloud cornputlngr and large-scale data processlng,

further intenslfy heat generation because they

demanil contlnuous, heavy workloads.

If this heat is not removed, rislng temperat[res lead

to hardware malfunctlons, reduced efficlency, and

ev€n perman€nt damage. water coollng ie often used

because lt absorbs heat more effectively than alr
thanks to water's high specific heat capacity {ability
to store thermal energy) and thermal conductlvlty
(ablltty to transfer heat), Twenty-two percent of data

stpp.fordschool.umiclt.edu July zozS I 4
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center facilities use water-based cooling Eystems

to absorb and dlssipate heat more efllclently than

air alone.l systems ltke chilled water loops, llquid
immerslon cooling, or €vaporatlve coollng clrculate

water tc capture and carry away heat and maintaln

safe operating temperatures whlle improving enelgy

efflclency compared to air-based rnethods.

How much water and electriclty do
data c€ntcrc u*s?

Data centers are rapidly growing consumers of

electrlclty and water, driven by thelr energy-

intensive operatlons and coollng requlrements, on

averater a slngle data center can consume up to
2 megawatt hours (MWh) of electricity, which is

roughly the equivalent power consumption of a small

town. Data centers consumed more than 4vo of u.$.

Photo credlt: creatlvenature.nl - stockadobe.corn

electriclty in zoz3, with estimates suggestlng that
thi* consumption could rise to lzoloby 2028.r This

masslve electrlcity demand ls matched by equally

staggering wat€r consumptlon, as eooling these

power-hungry facllttles requtree vast amounts of

water-some lndividual data eenters use hundreds

of milllons of gallons annually, dwarflng the usage

of entire communities the data centers are wlthin.
Most lacllltles use over 10 million gallons t38 million
liters) of water per yaar.{ Google's Council Bluffs data

center in Iowa ue es around g8o million gallons (37o9

mtllton llters) of water per year, whlch ls equlvalent

to the annual water usage of over 4 million homts,t

How docs data sentcr coollng work?

Data center coollng relies cn slx maln technologiea

to manage heat dlsstpatlon and malntaln optimal
performance,

1, V[ater-cooled cystems are water-intenrlve but
energy-efflclent,r Chilled water coollng systems

use a refrlgeratlon cycle to eool air via chilled

colls.

2. Alr-cooled systems rely on fans and compressorsr

consuming more electrlctty but lers water, while

Dirsct Expanslon (Dx) cooling t:ses refrigerant
to absorb heat directly from the air, making it
suitable for smaller dat6 centers.

,. Computer Room AJr Handlero (CRAHS) circulate

chllled water and air in separate loops, offerlng

efflctent temperature and humldlty control for
larger spaces,

t*, Emergtng technologles llke ltquid lmmersion

cooling and direct-to-chip llquid rooling use \

dlelectrlc fluids to cool components directly,
enabling higher power densitles and energy

savings but requlring specialized tquipment.

Whtle these cooling technotogles each offer distinct

trade-sffs between water and energy use, the

fundamental challenge remalns. Data centers must

prloritize either water efflciency o! energy efflciency,

as existlng sy$tems cannot yet optlmlze both

slmultaneously, Data center coollng can be optlrnlzed

for either energy efflciency or water efficiency, but

with current cooling technology, achirvlng both is not

possible.

slJ:p, fordschool.ulniclr,ech ;uly eoe5 | i
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Photo credlt: Sepia * etock.adobe,com

Tha impossibitity of tn
enyironmentally friandty data center

Data centers cannot fully operate on renewable energy

alone. Renewable €nergy sources llke colar and wlnd

are lnconsistent and cannot meet thc uptirne (tlme

durlng whtch a machlne, rspeclally a computer, ls ln
operatlon) requlrements of data c€nters. Tler r data

eenters regulre 99.6770/o uptime whlle Tler &s demand
gg,ggSo/r, These factors make lt lmpoeeible for data

centers to depend solely on renewables wlthout
compromising reliability"

As demand for cloud computing and AI-driven
technologies aceelerates, data centers are belng

constructed at a rapid pace, often in areas where

exlstlng power infrastructure is insufflclent to rneet

thelr enormous enerty needs. To ease con€erns

about envlronmental lmpact, data centor opsrators

frequcntly pledge that their lacllltlec will eventually

run on clean energy, lncludlng next-generatlon
nuclear sources such as small modular reastors
($MRs). However, these $MRr remaln largely
theoretlcal, with no cornmerclallyvlable modele
yet ln operltlon.r In the lnlerlm, companles clalm
they wtll rely on fossil fuels as a ternporary (bridgert

untll greener solutions become available. Yet ln
practlce, thle transition ls often delayed or abandoned

altogether, resulting !n the direct cornmlssionlng of

new fossll fuel power plants to keep the$€ facllltieg
onllnr.

Thls gap between promlse and reality underscores the

fundamental contradlction ln labeltng data centers

as t{environmentally friendly.t' Battery storage is

eeeentlal for balancing the intermittent nature of
renewable energy Een€ratlon, but batterles rapldly
degrade and are rellant on rare minerals llke llthium,
nickel, cobalt, mangenese, lead, and copper. These

mlnerals are already ln short rupply due to high
dernand from the electrlc vehlcle lndustry, Data

centers will aleo always have an envlronmental
footprint through materlal resouree coneumptlon,

water usaBe, and elechicity dernands. This rnakes lt
unfeasible for them to be completely envlronmentally

friendly.

stpp.fordschool-umich,edu luly zoe: I 6
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The Effects on Locat Communities

Data centsre do not brlng ln high-
paying tech jobs

Data cent€rs do not brtng high-paytng tecb Jobs

to local communities because th€y operats as

infrastructure proJects rather than traditional fob-
creating businesses. Although the construetlon of
data centers can create many jobst those are short-

llved. Once data centcrs are built, they requlle

relatlvely {ew employees since the facllities primarlly

house computers and servers.cThe Jobs that data

centers do crcate locally are typlcally low-waget

term-limlted, non-t€chnlcal posltions such as

$ecurity, maintenance, and fanltodal work. These

roles are often filled by conFactors rather than full-
time employees, meaning they lack unlon Protectlons,
benefits, andlob security, As a tesult, there positions

tend to be short-terrn and do not contrlbul€ to
sustained economlc growth or long-term career

opportunlties for local residents.

Subcldl:c lntcnihil to encout gr Job crretlon rstult
ln corporate bensfltr wlthout local hlrlng. For

example, tax breahs for data centero in Wasblngton

Stat€ were intendeil to create jobs ln rural ateas but
prlmarily beneflted large corporations llke Mlcrosoft.p

$lnce the lnception of the tncenttves, mors than $3oo

rntlllon in tax revenue has been forgone-money that

would otherwlse have supported public services such

as educatlon, emerteney services, and infrastructur€.
ln exchange, the data centers have created few jobs

and have required limited stafflng for operations. ln
Qulncy, a small town that hosts several large data

centers, the local fire department is so underfunded

that it struggles to retain personnel and replace

outdated equipment-even a$ Microsoft and othEr

tech gtants operate rnultimllllon-dollar faellltles
nearby. ln some ca$esr the cost to taxpayers for each

Job created can exceed $t million, Furthermote, the

state hat little overslght or enforeement meehanlsmg

to engure that the tech companies deliver on

promised benefits. Desplte inttial leglslative goals

to boost local employment and economic vitality,
the reality ls that taxpayers are heavlly subsldizing

wealthy corporatlons with rnlnirnal transParency or

accountability regardlng the actual economlc impact.

't'

Photo credlk timofeev - stock,adobe,corn

Data cent€r tax breaks only benellt
corporatione
Data center companies locate sites based on

electrlcity prices, land avallabillty, and clirnate

conditlons. Although tax breaks are often justlfied as

a way for comrnunitles to attract data centers, these

policles do not affect data center loeatlon decisione.

As an executive responslble for Mlcrosoftts North

Amerlcan data centers stated ln 2oz4, "I can't think
of a slte selectlon or placement decision thrt was

decided on a set of tax ineentlves.ttto

A new data center in Genesee County, Alabama, could

reduee revenu*s to schools and the local /ouernment
by $r,Z mtllion each year,'r Developers are seeking a

1

\
r!
I

stpp.fordsclrool. um ich.cdu luly zo:5 I ?



IvI lti [Tt]5'li8 ?U?i8'F'

mlnknum $16Z mttlion in tax breake for the creatlon

of zaa Jobs, or $g3E,ooo per fob. These figures

fat exceed reasonable benchmarks for economlc

development incentives, maklng it unlikely that

taxpayers will ever see a return on investment. Thcee

subsidles would come on top of approximately $roo

mlllion in state funding already spent on preparlng

the STAMP (sclence and Technology Aduanced

Manufacturtng Park) slte, maklng the per-job cost

difficult to justify. The high subsidies for STAMP

would serve only to boost corporate proflts rather

than provlde meanlngful economlc beneflts to the

local csmrnunity.

Reduted tax revenu€ for independent
school districts
In the case of Switch's data center ln Mlchlgan, the

company sought exemptlons from property taxe$ that

funded school dlstricts. This move directly reduced

the revenue srreams for Caledonia Communlty

schoole and Kent lnternredlate $chool DlsFlct'

resulttng ln a prolonged legal dlspute,'*

In Michlgan, tar breaks fot data centets exemPt them

{rom paylng personal property taxes, including on

machlnery and comput€rs' som€ of the most valuable

assets in their op€rations.tt l,llhlle they may still
pay real property tailes on land and buildlnge, the

overall tax contrlbutlon to schools ls slgntflcanrly

dlrnlntshed. Thls losg of revenue means less funding

for educational programs, teacher salaries, and

facility lmprovementr, dlrtctly impacting the quality

of education for students. fh€s€ tax incentives have

shtfted the financlal burden onto resldents and other

buslnesses, who must make up for the lost revenue

through hlgher taxes and teduced public scrvices.

Mtchtgan lawmakers initially considered l€gtslatlon

that would have required school dlstrlcts to relmburse

the company for taxes already paid, further straining

school flnances.

t
Photo crcdlt: Monkey Buslness - Jtock,adole'com

Higher enerEy ratei for consumers

When data centers are bullt, they ralse utility rates

for nearby cornmunlties, As demand surgel, uttllty
eompanlee often pass the coste of lnfrastructure

upgrades and increased energy Procurement onto

resldents and small buslnescer through hlgher

rates.14

Many eommunltles, especially ln rural or suburban

area$, do not reallze the connection until their

rnonthly bllls sptke. Cornpanles and leglslatures

also withhold informatlon absut the electrlclty and

water use of data c€nters, preventlng consumers

from realizing that increased uttlity costs are often

associated with the arrival of energy-lntensive

factlltles. 8y keeptng usage dara confldential or

vaguely reported, corporations and policymakers

avoid publlc scrutlny, even as these faeilltips straln

local resources. without clear dieclosurea' resldents

remaln unaware of how much water ls dlverted

for coollng sy$t€m$ or how much electrlcity le
consumed-informatlon that could help communities

stpp. fordsslrool.urnich.edu Jrrly zoz5 I B
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pueh for falrer cost distrlbutlon or suetainable

practlces.

This lack of accountabtlity allows data center

operators to expand rapldly whlle shlftlng the

flnanclal and envlronmental burdens onto utlllty
customers. As a result, many resldents must pay

hlghet bilts wtthout understanding the causer leaving

thern unable to advocate for better regulatlons

or compensatlon.t; The financlal etrain caused

by data centers mo$t severely lrnpacts lower'
lncorne households, whoae ntlllty bllls reprerent a

dtsproportlonate share of thelr lncome, exacerbating

economic lnequallty in the region.

Pholo credit; agnouuark - stockadobe'com

Whtle communltles face hlgher bllls, data centers

lrequently negotiate lower ratee through bulk Power

?urchaslng Agreements (PPAg) wlth lnvestor-
owned utility companle*.'d Thege agreemeuts allow

data centers to op€rate at reduced costs de$plt€

thelr masslve enetgy consumptlon, further ehlfttng

the ftnanclal burden onto local households and

buslnesees, In August 2or,4t M€ta slgned two long-

term PPAg with German power producer RWE for
a eombined 3?4meBawatt productlon ln Illlnois
and Loulsiana.r? Desplte solar PPA prlces holdtng

steady, energy prlces for residentlal consumers

have lncreased by 2o.7olo ln Clark County, Illlnole,

and 39.o0/o in Lafflte, Loulslana.r Data csntere and

uttltty companler freguently collaborate to lobby

state regulators for rate lncreas€s, exacerbatlng the

disparlty.In Mlchlgan, DTE and Switch have spent

over $a rntllion lobbylng the state house, senate, and

Publlc $ervlce Commlrslon to raiee electrlc rate$;

resldential electriclty rates have Increased by z59o

since the construction of the $wltch data center

ln zor? and are now Uolo hlgher than the natlonal

averag€.re Thls flgure has yet to lnclude the addlttonal

$ztl.+million rate hlke approved by theMichtgan
Public Servlce Commlssion this lear.ro This dynamic

leaves communltlet bearlng the brunt ol higher

uttlity prices wlthout reaplng the economtc benefits

promised by data center development,

stpp.fordschool.umich.edu ,uly2025 lg
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Data Centers Keep Fossil Fue[ Plants Open

The rapidly growing en€rgy dernands of data centers

have forced states to delay the retlrernent of eoal and

gac plants and even consider building new fossll fuel

facilities,

Michigan

Data centers underrnlne Mlchlgants ellmate plan by

tncreasing elecfflclty demand to a level thatiustifies

keeping fossil fuel plants onllne, The stat€'s climate law

includes an "offramp'' provislon, allowing fossll fuel

generatlon to continue if renewable energy capacity is

insufflclent,tt As artificial lntelligence and cloud computing

drive higher energy consumption, utilities likeConsumers

Energy have warned that meetlng renewable portfolto

standards may become more chrllenglng. Slmilar data

centers have derailed climate goals in other states,lr

Photo credtr: Partlov - stockadobe.eom

Virginia
Data c€nters have prolonged the use of coal and led to new

natural gas proposals inVirgtnla'' PJM Interconnectlon

announeed that Virginlats coal power plants will contlnue

operating to meet el€cfticity requlrements of data centers

while waltlng for renewable energy lnfrastructure to cateh

up, Thie situation is especially acute inVirglnla, which

hosts about half of all U.S. data centers and faces projected

power demand lncreases of 85o/o over the next 15 years.rl

While renewable energy projects, like the Sumitomo

Corp's 1,5 gigawatt solat and battery lnltlatlve are being

developed, the immedlate power requlrernents are so

substantial that coal plants in WestVlrginla and Maryland

are being kept operational well beyond thelr planned

retirement dates.'z, PtM lnterconnectlon has proposed a

$l.g blllton project to build new transrnisslon lines that

would deliver electrlcity acrosr multiple states to Virginia,ti

The transmlsslon network would transpott power from

severalWestVlrglnla coal plants that are scheduled to shut

down.

Hcbraska

The 644-MW North Omaha Station coal plant, originally

scheduled to close in zoz3, wlll nowremaln actlve untll at

least zoz6 due to lncreased power needs from nearbydata

centers.2? Metats faclllty alone consumes nearly as much

power as the entire North Omaha statlon produces, while

Google's data center in Papillon ls an even larger power

consurner, ?he problem is compounded by local resistance

to renewable energy projects and regulatory hurdles

slovrring the transitlcn to natural gas. Meanwhile, state

offtcials have actlvelyco{rted th€se tech companies with

special electrlcity rates.

Utah
Lawmakers in Utah have cited the power demands of

data centers as iustlfication for extendtng the llfe of the

Intermountain Power ProJect coal plant.,i This trend

ls paqt of a broader sffategy where tech companiee are

stpp.fotdschool.trmich,edu Julyzoz5 I ro
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repurposing coal sites to power data centers, attracted by

their existlng infrastructure lncluding power llnes, water

access, and worHorce availabillty,

Georgia

Georgia Power, facing power shortages by 2025 due to

lncreaslng data center development, has arranged to

purchase 250 MW of electricity from Mlssissippi Power's

Plant Danlel, whlchwas orlginally echeduled to retlre lts

coal unlts in zaz?,20 Thls arrangement vulll extend the llfe

of inefflclent 5o-year-old coal-burning facllitles for an

additional5-lo years,

\lVashington

Slnce the state's hydropower capacity is reachlng its

limits, countles are increasingly forced to rely on energy

from the open market, where utllities buy electricity

from a mi:r of carbon-emittlng energry sources to meet

the growlng demand. In Grant County; Washington'

data centers now account for nearly l+o0lo of the countyts

total electricity demanal, equivalent to the power used by

19o,ooo households.ro To meet this demand, utilltles have

been forced to rely on ttunspecified" power sourc€s, which

lnclude fossll fuels llkenatural gas, purchased from the

open market. This shift has reduced the share of renewable

enerry ln the statets power mlx, desplte Washlngtonts

ambitious clean energy goals. The finite capacity of

hydropower, combined with the rapid growth of data

center6, has created a situation where utilities must elther

risk blackouls or continue to depend on fossil fuels to meet

enerryneeds.

lndiana
Indlana's House Bill lo0? wlll keep coal and gas plants

runningwhile subsidizing small nuclear reactorE to

guarantee the power supply for Al data centers.3' The

bill creates flnancial lncentives forSMR (SmallModular

Reactors) development through tax credlts funded by

energ:y generation cost savings brought about by keeping

fossil fuel plants onllne. Additlonal provislons will keep

fossil fuel plants open for even longer, even when they are

economically or envlronmentally unviable, by requlring

regulatory revlews before any maJor retirements. If
regulators determine that retirlng a plantwould threaten

grid reliabtlltyt utllltles wlll be barred from shuttlng

it down and allowed to pa$s the full cost of contlnued

operation onto consumers through rate hikes. At the

same tlme, the bill encoutages utilities to fast-track

new generafion projects to rneet surglng demand fiom
data centers. These lnveetments will further drlve up

electricity prices as the costs ofconstructlon, subsldles,

and guaranteed returns for utlllties are recoveted from

ratepayers. By prlorltlzing unlnterrupted power for large

corporate consumers over a managed transition to cleaner

energy, the bill locks lndiana into hlgher electric rates and

prolonged dependence on fossil fuels, leavlng households

and small buslnesses to bear the financial burden.
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Michigan recentty passed a data center tax exemption hitti
what is in it?

Public Act zo7 of zoztr grants tax exemptlons for
data center equiprnent purchases for brownfield
sites (sites that arc previously dcveloped properties

that are abandoned, underutllized, or contamlnated

due to past industrial or commercial activities) until
2050 or 2O65,sz These exemptions apply to both the

constructlon and operational phases of data centers.

To qualtfy, facilities must meet certain criterla,
lncluding capital lnvestment of at least $z5o mlllion
and creating at least 3o jobs that pay lf oo/o of the

region's median wage.

con$umers through higher rates. Some data centers

negotlate special rates or exemptlons, creatlng
a situatlon whers other rustom€rs, including
households, bear the cost of maintalnlng the grid's
stability.

In Grand Raplds, a data center is already contributing
to higher utility prices for residents. Sinee the

construction of the Switch data center in zor5,

the city has announced its loth consecutive year

of water supply rate lncreases for households,

averaglng an lncrea$e af i,t 38o/o annually, a l+go/a

greater increase than the statewlde average during
the same period.rr Meanwhlle , Switch has secured

a 22*site, 30O-megawatt, tax-exempt utility deal

with Consumers Energy with plans to expand further
slarting January 2a2r.t5 The construction of the data

center has enable d DlgitalBrldge, fhe parent company

of $witch, to explolt the favorable regulatory

envlroilment while shifting the costs to resldential
consumelS.
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The tax breaks will reduce stale revenue, ralse utillty
prices for local coilrnunities, and create minimal
employment benefits for a niche industry with limited
job creatlon potential. AI data e€nters typically have

llfespans of around $-2o Y€ars.tr A lax exemptl0n

for quallfying data centels until zoSo ls expected

to complrtely exempt these facillties from all
construction and operating taxes throughout their life
cycie,

The increased demand for resources by data centers

straln* local grlds, whlch leads utllities to lnve$t in
infrastructure upgrades whlle passlng the cogts to

stpp, forclschool,unrich,ctltt ldy \azj I t2
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Policy Recommendations For Statea With Exieting Tax Breaks

There ate currently no state or federal laws that

dlrectly restrlct or deter the consruction of ilata

centers. Over a dozen states have lmplemented tax

break laws spectftcally deslgned to lncentivlze thelr

development. The rapid expansion of data centers

has also placed a strain on local utility and grid

infrastructure. In all stateg wlth data center tax bteaks,

households who share uttlity and grtd infrastructure$

wlth data cent€rs have been pushed toward relylng

more on non-ren€wable energy sources and have

experlenced higher electricity rate$,'6

State$ wlth existing tax breaks for data centers should

conslder adoptlng eldments from the model laws

described below, The strongest of these laws is the

German Energy Efficlency Act.

year bindlng contracts to cover transmission and

dlstribution costs, wlth plovislons for exlt fees and

insurance bonds to rnitigate financlal risks lf they

cease op€rations or underutllize energy. They would

need to prepay for necessaty grid lnfrastructure
upgrades ln exchange for expedlted interconnectlon,

wlth potential relmbursement over time, By fanuary

1, 2O3O, lo0o/o Of electrlcity dellvered tO data C€nters

would need to come from zero-carbon resources,

without lncreaslng emisslone elsewhere in the

western grid, The blll would deflne dala cantets as

large-scale energy consumers which house servers

anrl related equipment for data proceesing, storag€,

and dlstributlon.rT

California SB 2222 Data centGr ancrgy
usage roporting end modetlng

Callfornia's SB 2?,2 would mandate that data centcrg

estlmate and report the total enargy used for
developing "covered modelsrt {AI models requlrlng

slgnlflcant cornputlng power) tc developers uPon

conftect termlnatlon or requast. Developers would

be requlred to publish this energy u6age data on

their websltes before cammerclal use or thlrd-party
avallabllity. The bill would also require data center

operator$ to annually report energlt eoneumptlon

and parformance data to the Califcrnla Enerry

commlsslon, lncludlng m€trlcs on total energy uger

efficlency, renewable energy u$age, and energy used

for At development. ?he commlseion would set eilergy

efficlency standards for data centersr prlorltizing
cost-ef(ectlveness, technologlcal feasibiltty, and

allgnment wtth Caltfornla's greenhouse gas xeductlon

targets, whtle requiring new or slgnlflcantly altered

data centers to incorporate load-management and

demand response capabllitles.rr

Phoro credlt: Thongsuk - $oclcadobe.cgm

California SB 57: Datn center tariffr
I

Californla'e Ratepayer and Technological Innovatlon

Protertlon Act would impose speclflc requlrements on

data centers to allgn with Californiats climate and grid

reliablllty goals. By July r,2026t data centers would

need to operate un,iler a special tariff system designed

to enfure they do not ehlft costs to other ratepayers.

Data centers would also be requlred to enter into rz-
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Vlrginla 581234: Prohlbltlng data
center costs frorn being pacsed on to
cugtomerc

Vlrginlats SBr231+ would establish a provlsion to

regulate how eosts associated wlth the construetlon

or extension of electrlc dlstrlbutlan lnfrastructure

for data c€nters are handled. The bill stipulatee

that no costs related lo buildlng or expanding such

infraetructure can be allocated to or recovered from

any other utlllty customer, Thls includes expenses for

land acqulsition tled to the infrastructure. This means

that the financlal responslblllty for these co$ts must

fall entlrely on the data center or the entlty benefltlng

from the lnfrastructure and cannot be passed on to

other customers through thelr utllity rates or eharges'

The provislon aims t0 ensure that other customers ate

not burdened with the costs of infrastructure proiects

that prlmarlly serve data centefs,rr

Virginia HB2578r Retsit sel€s rnd us€
tax for data ccnt€rg

llF 25?8 would expand ellglbiltty requlremento

for thelr ellstlng sales and use tax exemptlon by

mandating that data centers purchase a certain

percentage of thelr annual electric load from

clean energy resources and de monatrate sufflclent

lnvestment ln energy efflciency measures that provlde

system-wlde benefits. It would also tequire that

backup generators mpet speclfic emlssions standards.

tt would require the Commission on Electric Uttltty

Regulatlon to examine the eoet and feasibiltty of

data centers using non-diesel-flred, onslte backup

and prirnary generatlon and report thelr ftndings to

the €eneral Assembly. The Department of Energy

would be taskedwlth tdentifylng opportunities for

the beneflcial use of data center waste heat, creating

an interactiv€ map of data centere and potentlal heat

user$, developing a strateglc plan to accelerate heat

rsuse, deslgnatlng an employee to lead these efforts,

and convening a stakeholder group to ptepar€ a report

fsr the General AssemblY.lo
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Ths German Enargy Efficlency Act
The Gerrnan Energy Efficlency Act

(Energieeffizlenzg€setzr or EEffG) establtshes

a austainable growth modelfor data centers. lt
rnandates energy audlls, performance standards,

renewable encrgy use, and publlc reporting to drive

silstalnabiltty and efficiency while supportlng

national €nergy transition goals. One rnaior

requkement is that large data centste must conduct

regular enerEy audlts to identify opportunities

for reducing energy consumption and improving

efflciency. ?he Aet also rnandates that data centers

rneet speclfic cnergy performance standarde ,

encouraglnt the adoptlon of advanced coollng

technologies, selver virtuallzation, and other energy-

savlng measures, Operators of data centers are

lncentlvlzed to use renewable energy sourcecr elther

through on-site generatlon or procur€menl from
certlfled green energy providers, The Act further
promotes transparency by requiring data centers

to publlcly report thelr energy usage and efficiency

rnetrlcs. Thes€ provlslons ensur€ that data cent€rs

contribute to Germanyrs broader energy transition

stpp.fordschool.utn ich.edu Iuly zoz5 | rt



SCIINCf , TI CHNOLOGY,
ANU PtiUr_rI PULrtiYM

goals by mlnimizing their envlronmental impact

whlle malntatnlng operatlonal efflclency.a'

Recommendationl Adopt the German
Energy Efficiency Acf model

States wlth extsting data center tax breaks should

adopt the German Energy Act model to most

effectlvely deter the rapld expansion of daia center

constfuctlon. The act prlorltlzes th€ lntegration

of renewable energy soutces and impose$ strlct

efficiency standards on data c€nters, ensuring that

thelr growth doeg not disproportionately burden the

grld or increase rellance on non-r€newable energy.

u.S. Btates that adopt slmllar provlslons would requlre

data centers beneflting from tax lncentlves to meet

high energy efflclency benchmarks, lnvest in on-site
renewable energy system$, and contrlbute to grid

modernlzatlon efforts. Thls would not only mitlgate

the negative lmpacts on rat€payers but also ensure

that data center growth allgns wlth broader cllmate

and sustalnabtllty goals through renewable energy

portfollo requirements.

One SteB Further: Raqulre new
rsnowable energy production

To prevent the lncreased use of fossil fuels resultlng

from data centet constructlon and operation, a

policy should be lmplemented requiring data centers

to produce or procure looo/o of their energy from
renewable sources, This mandate would ensure that

data centers do not contribute to rlslng demand for

non-renewable energy. To address the risk of data

c€nters' monopollzlng renewable energy supplles

and shlftint consumers onto fosgll fuel-based

grlds, the pollcy should include a (renewabte energy

additionality" clause. This clause would requlre data

centers to generate new renewable energy capaclty

(e.g., by bulldtng on-slte solar farms or fundlng
new wind projects) rather than relylng on exlsting

renewable lnfrastructure. This approach ensures that

data center* expand the overall supply of renewable

energy rather than compettng wlth consumers for
limited resources, The policy should also lnclude
provlslons for grid modernizatlon and energy storage

investments to etabllize renewable energy avatlabllity

and prevent prlce splkes that could dlsproportlonately

affect consumers. By prloritizing both renewable

energy procurem€nt and expanslon, this policy

would support data center growth whlle safeguarding

consumer access to clean energy.

lf att else fails' repsel
If all other measures to manage the environmental

and infrastructural lmpacts of data center growth

prove ineffectlve, stat€s retain the option to repeal

tax breaks for future data center constructlon.

Although repeallng tax breaks would not encourage

data center operators to priorltiz€ sustainabillty, it
would ellminate a pollcy that beneflts companies at

the expense of communlties.
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Policy Recommendation For States
Without Data Center Tax Breaks

Do not rnact data centcr tax brcakr
For states that have not passed data center tax bteaks' the most slmple

policy recommendatlon ls to avcid implementing auch lncentlves ln the

flrst place. Leglslatort should refrain from passlng lawe that grant tax

breaks to data centero, as these lncentlves often fail to dellver prornlsed

economlc beneflts and lmpose olgnlflcant costs on state and local budgets.

Desplte clalms of fob creatlon, data centers typlcally generate few

perman€nt posltions relatlve to the scale of publlc subsldy they recelve.

The htgh €nergy coneumptlon and envlronmental impact of data centerg

can straln local lnfrastructure and undermlne cllmate goals. Redirectlng

publlc resources toward tnltlatlves wlth more substantlal and eguitable

eccnomlc retutns, such as educatlon, workforce development, or

renewable energy, offers a more reeponslble rnd effectlve ure of taxpay€r

dollars.
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A.J. Anielski

Frr:m:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
idttachmonts:

A.J. Anielski
Monday, January 19,2026 '1 1;36 AM

Robert Ellick; Dorothy Willoughby; Jon Stout; Mark Ho:kins

FW: DC Tax Est

DC TAX ESTlMATl.xlsx

There was a bad calculation I missed in the winter, Here is the corrected version. Sorry for any confusion.

Also, Mark pointed out that 5Lbillion is the estirnate for the cost of the project and not necessarily the taxable value. Dorothy, if

you have any suggestions here please let me know. I assumed that once built the actual value would be anywhere from 75%lo

150% rnore, and the taxable could then be estimated at half that amount.

A.J, Anielski
Treasurer
Solon Township, Kent County

15185 Algoma Ave. NE

cedar Springs, M149319

tfeasu rer@ solontwp..o re

616-596-1718

"Do what you can, with what you hav€, where you are."
-Theodore Roosevelt

From: A.J. Anielski

Sent: Friday, January 16,2026 6:52 PM

To: Mark Hoskins <markhoskins@bhhsmi.com>
Cc: Dorothy Willoughby <clerk@solontwp.org>; Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp,org>; Jon Stout <js@stoutgroup,net>

Subject: DCTax Est

Good evening.

Mark asked for these, but I figured it would be helpful for allof us

A.J. Anielski
Treasurer
Solon Township, Kent County
15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Springs, M149319
treasu rer@solontwp.orE
616-696,1718

"Do what you can, with what you have, where you are."
-Theodore Roosevelt

1



WINTERIAXES

1,000,000,000.00Estimated TaxVatue---t $

INGAUTH MILLAGE 9ASED ON $l BILLTV

COUNTY - JAIL

COUNTY. JAIL

COUNW-JAIL

COUNTY. JAIL

COUNW.JAIL

SOLON TWP OP

SOLON TWP FIRE

TOTAL

IFTTAX RATES

SOLON TWP OP

SOLON TWP FIRE

KENT COUNW
TOTAL

TAXES = TAXABLE VALUF X {MILLAGE RATE/1000)

STANDARD SUMMER & WINTER TOTAL'.-->

IFT SUMMER & WINTER TOTAL-.-.> $ 25,001,828.00

0.74170 $ 747,700.40

0.49140 $ 491,400.00

0.04910 $ 49,100.00

0.41340 $ 413,400.00

a.24760 $ 247,600.00

0.75980 $ 769,800.00

0.46660 $ 466,600.00

$ 3,179,600.00

0.384900 $ 384,900.00

0.233300 $ 233,300.00

0.971600 $ 971,600.00

$ 1,549,800.00

44,598,400.00$
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AJ, Aniokti
Tuesdey, J.rxrary 20. 2026 9:31 AM
nob.n Elll€k Dotorhy W[o€h!r! jon itoul 0s@sloutgioup.nel] Mrtt Hoskins

Trump ordrr br Daa Ccnter to cov€r poner costs

Trump Mry fora Tech gladli to Fay for oria Caitar Pcn^l€r Cosledo(x

Trump Mav Force Tech.Giat}tg tq Pav fqr PatA 9gtlter Powe,r Costs

A.J. Anielski
Treasurer
Solon Township, Kent County
15185 Algoma Ave, NE

Cedar Springs, M|49319
treasurer@{glqntwo.ors
616-69&1718

"Do what you Gin, wlth what you hava, whgro you aro."
-Theodore Roosevelt
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Trump May Force Tech Giants to Pay for Data Center
Power Costs

The unprecedented move aims to quell concerns about data centers

driving up energy costs.
lan. L6,2026.

fennifer A. Dlouhy and Naureen S. Malik, Bloomberg News, TNS

Presiclent Donalcl Trump and U.S, Nortlreast govrnrors will clirect the nation's largest grid operator to

hold an clilergency powerauetion thatwould fbrce technology giants lo lray {or the constrltctiot't tll'a

fieet of new plants,

The gnprecedented nlove airns to quell concerns about data centcrs driving tlll energy costs'

U1fler the initiative, the administration and governors whose states;rre supplieii by PJM

Intercolpection LLC will clirect the gricl opelalor to hold a reliability power auctitttt irl nrhich tech

companies would bid on 1S-year contracts f or new cle ctricity generatiotr, If PJM goes along with the

plan, it coulcl [e mamnroth in scale, delivering contmcts that would support the ceinstrttction of sotnet

$15 [':illion wor[h of'new power plants, saicl a White House olficial granted anonytnity to detail the

approach.

Thc ptrsh - whicir will come in the fbrni of a "slate ment of principles" signed by Trump's National

Energy Dominance Council anrl the lJovernol's of Pettnsylvania, Ohio Virginia aud other states -
responcls to growing worr)r about powcr clemand far outpacing sullply in the region tnanageci by PJM,

which serves nlore than 67 million people fiom the Mid-Atlantic to the Midwest.

Ancl it seeks to arlclress builclilg tensi<ln over how lhe nation catr supply electricity to power-hungry

clata centers seen as necessary to help win a global cornpetition to dominate artil'icial intelligettce

without simultaneously hilcing utility bills fbr Anterican cotlsLtlners.

Trunrp has relteatedly describer{ power plarrts being built alongsidc clata cclltot's, anci on Motrclay, he

dor-rbleti clown on t}e ic{ea, insisting in a socialrncdia post that the big technology cotnpanies l;}raL build

data eenters tnust "pay their own way."

"l neveI want Artericans to pay higher Electricity bills becattse of D:rta Cenlet's," Trunp said'

Cost-of-living concerns are already weiglring heavily on Re publicans'bid to nlaintain control of the

I'louse ancl Seuate in this November's elections. While Trump has stressed the plurnmeting cost of oil

and gasoline since he took office last January, eleclricity prices have climbed due ttl rising demetnd --
ancl there's a br-rilding bacl<lash against data centers that are fueling the sltrge"

The aveyage U.S. retail price fbr electricity gained 7,4 percent in Septenrber to a record \8'07 cents per

kilowatt-hour, the biggest gain since December 2023.Ilesicletrtial prices have jurnped even higher,

rising by 10.5 perccnt between January and Ar.rgust2025, nrarl<ing one of the largest increases in more

than a clecade, according to the Natioual Energy Assi.stance Directors Association.



Thc actio:t Friday is being cast as a <lne -tintc elnergcncy inlerventiott itrttl lhe PJM tnarl<et, necessal'y

ircceruse of the rapid rise 1n electricity pliccs in the Mitl-Atlantic. The Trurnp adnittistration anel

governors will urge the grid operator to return to market fuudamentails aftcr fhe ;rcute probletn is

addrersstld, the White House ofTicial saicl.

Yet representalives of Pf M will nat be in llttenclancc when the platr is laid out Fliclay, "!Vc tlot:'t lrave a

lot to say on this," PIM spokesmatr fcifley Shielcl.s said by stnail. "Wr: were not invited to the cvent they
are apparently having totnurrow and wc will not l:e tirere."

The White House clid not immediately respond to requests firr cotnmetrt about its itrteraction with the
grid operator,

The administratieln's prescription for PJM is what's known as a reliability hat:l<stop auction -
somctlring the grid opcrator ah'eady cnvisioned in tlte. wal<e of rcpcated failecl sales. Btrt the

aclrninistration ancl governors'plan wor-rld mean holding tlre emergetrcy ar.lction right away after one

clear failure - with ur:usual terms nreatrt to foster:l wave cf rapicl, new construction and the otlly
bidders being data centu'owncrs arrd opcrators.

While PIM currently holds auctio:rs procr.tring eleellicity supplies fbr a LZ-rnonth perioci, the sale

cncollragecl by Trump ancl govet'nors would involvc 1S-ycar cclntract.s, wilh start-up tinrcs fbr thc' ntlw
power plants likely staggt:red.'fhe White House and goverlors are urging Pf M to holcl the special otrc-

tiuie auction by the encl of September.'fech gianl.s woulil pay fbr the prices lockecl in fbr the drtration
whether they use the power or not. This niuctiolt sets payouts to grjnerators, which wortld also get p;riti

fbr real-time electricity that tliey produce.

"lt souncis like a significant irlprovement and a krgical extettsion of bring-Vr)ul-own lrew gelrerati{)11,"

Joe l3owring, president of PIM' s indcpende nt watchdog Monitoring Analytics [,1,C, said in a teilephottc
interview.

The a;:proach woulcl lrrovide secure revcnlles for ycat's in a mat'kct notoriottsly l<nowri firr price

volatility and generator banknrptcies.

"While a'statemcnt of principles'doesn't appear lo inclutlc a legal tnandate for PIM to act, presstlre

from the'l'run:p adrninistration and a bipartisan coalition of PIM states is very likely to motivate a

consiclerable response" froln the grid opera[or, saitl Tinrot]ry Fox, with thc researclt firrn ClearView

Hnergy Parltrers.

'l'his plan also conld fast tracl< the developntent ol'ni.rtural gas generatiott and potenlially nttclcar
plants by guaranteeing revcltues * and profits - spccifically tr: strpport clata camptlses needed tn

deploy artificial intelligcncc. P]M is already horne to the wot'lcl's biggc.st concsntralior: of clata ccnters,

in northerlr Virginia, and is expccting peak clernand atcross the 13-state easterll U.S. systenl to jntnp L7

percent by 20:\A frorn thi.s year',s high.

The approach could benefit larger tech cornpanies at the exllense of stnaller firms.

Arnazon.com Inc., Alphallet Inc.'.s Google and Microsoft Corp. are lesr^ exposecl to electricity llricc
fluctuations since they can pass those costs on to eustolners, said Gil Luria, analyst irt DA Davidson &

Co. However, dozens of smaller cor"npilnies, including Nebius and CoreWeave tliat oft'er artificial



intelligencc inflastructure to cloucl-contputing cornpanies on ruLrlti-year contr:tc:ls, could he tnure
exposecl to big price swings since lhey arc on the hool< to alt.solb liighe l clectricity costs, he said.

"lf they have to trlay nrore for electricity, thcir margins will get squeczcd," Luriit said.

'fhe effort had the poteritial to help PJM tackle a significant roarlblock: irnprovillg thc accuracy of its
forecasls for denrand growth. Wilh tech giants paying fbr the power plauts they net:d, thc appt-oach
could wec'd out speculative projects that have sl<ewccl dernand growtlr projections.

The involvement of governors * including a[ least one Demrcral, Pennsylvania's ]osh Slxrpiro * is seen

by the Trumlr administration as helping lo anclrcr the effirrt, since statc policies have drivcn recent
changes in the power nrix, including the retiremcnt of coaland gas pl:lnts,'llhe initialive is also seen

aiding hype rsc;rlcrs by eusuring reliable power supply, and it colrlcl be a nroelel fbr other parts o1'thc
country, thr: White House official said.

Covernors are commitling to imple rncnt and assign these costs to the data cr:nters, etrsuring tlie pt'ice
of these new power ltlants rioc.sn't land on the average househuld, the Wtritc Hou.se official said.

The AI boom, in nrany w:lys, i.s taking placc :rt [he best and rvor.st firne fbr Atnerica's aging power
infiastruct.ure. Soaring clemand is straining grids already laxed by extrenre stortns and itn ovcrhiiul of'

how ltower is flowing to horncs. Thc data-centcr br"rildout now thr"cate ns to clrive tr1: lrousehold power'
bills that were illready at recnrci levels,

It isrr't just a PIM problern. Alrnost all U,S. power grids will lack si:are capaci[y by 20i](], wltile
couslrmers saw an average infl;rtion of 9 perrcent in their utility lrills over tlre previous two yenrs,
accortling to Goldrnan Sachs Groulr Inc.

PJM's auctions havc ernergeri as a political flashpoint irr tlre national dcbatc about affordal.rility afier
prices rcached recorcllevels ln20L4.Although Pennsylvania's Shapiro slruclt a deal witlt PJM tr: ca1:

prices in future aue tions, ceir^t.s hit ncw highs in two slrbse{tuent sales.

Thcl nrosf recenI auction, in l]eceruber, also f'ell 6,6 gigawatts sholt of supplies, which P]M blanrcel on

the frenzy lo build massive dala cenlers,

PJM is llow being asked ta exttxd tlre pricc ca;r llrrough this year, the White lloitse olTicial said.

Whilc the statcment of principles treing signecl Friclay isn'l ar binding lcgal docuntcnt, aclrninistt'atiott
officials l"rave discussed the plan with a ho.st of stal<eholder.s, fi'onr PJM executives attd slal:e oflicials, tn
utilities, pr:wer-plant develoilers. Wall Street ancl the hyperscalers builcling thesc dalil ccnters, tlte
oflicial said,

The ;lclion cotnes jr"rst bef'ore a Monday deadline f'or PJM to respond to lhe Federal Etrergy ltegr"rlatory
Cornnrissit:n alrout its plan going frrrwarcl, Anrl t]re expectation is that tlte auction plan ltrill be includeti
irr PjM's reply to IIERC,'l'he bipartisan agcncy would nccd to apll'ovc the tncasures.

(With assistancc fronr Spcnce r'5oper.]

92026 llioonher.r1 1."P., Disffibuted by ly|S11,vrc Cottlent tlgency, LI.C.
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luerday, January 10. 1026 11:04 AM
A.J. Aniehki
Rob0R €flick oofothy willoughby; Jon 3loul {ls@slov(gro$P.ne!}
R€; flrtenall Trurnp order fot Osta Cent€r to iNs power cosls

Mark

On Tue, Jan 20,2026 at 9:31 AM A.J. Anietski <t"r-eggur-e-r@ep-lpnttMp.o"rg> wrote:

, Irump-Mey Fo-rce Tech -Gian-ls !4" PaylorDala Center.PoJiler Qost$

A.rl. Anietski

Tressurer

' Solon Township, Kent County

15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Springs, M149319

treae u.re r@,so lo ntwp, o rg

616-696-1718

"Do whatyou can, with what you have' where you are."

-Theodore Roosevelt

Mark Hoskins
Realtor
Berkthire Hathaway Home$ervices Michigan Real Estate

Good info to know!
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Flsg St tur:

Bob,

This webinar was very inforrnative, and the attorney clearly pointed out that a moratorium could not be placed on Data

Centers the way it is being prompted for the planning commission meeting. She also pointed out that the planning

commission does not have the authority to execute such a rnoratofium. She did refer everyone back to their attorney for

individual cases, but did specifically answer mV question. The recoiding will be available in the next 2-4 days. You rnay

want to contact Ross in advance and briefly review for a clear process so neither the planning commission or the board

wastes it's tirne and there will be a brief legal explanation for the public if it is confirmed that this can not 8o through as

presented.

I've attached slides from the presentation, l'll send a follow up with the remaining screen shots','

AJ. Anielski
Treasurer
Solon Township, Kent County
15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Springs, M149319

treasurer(@solontwp.orF
616-696-1718

"Do what you can, with what you have, where you are."
-Theodore Roosevelt

f,rom: service @ m ichigantownsh ips,org <se rvice@ mich igantownshi ps.org>

Sent Wednesday, January 21,2A2610:33 AM
To: A.J. Anielski <treasurer@solontwp.o rg>

Cc: A.J, Anielski <treasurer@solontwp.org>

Subject: lExternal] Now You Know LIVE Webinar - P&Z: NIMBY is Not an Option, Now What? {members only)

Confirmation

MICHICAN
TOWNSHIPS

ASSOCTAT|ON

Thank you for registering for the next installment of MTAs live webinar series, Naw You Know LIVE Weblnar' P&Z:
NffnAi is Not ai Option, Now What? (members only), scheduled for Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at iroon.

1



There's one more step to complete your registration. Use the link below to register for the live Zoom session, then
you'll receive a final confirmation with your login link and password. Please do not share your link with others. Each viewer
must be registered separately so we know who's participating in our live events.

IIUIPORTANT: lF YOU WISH TO VIEW THE LIVE WEBINAR, YOU MUST CLICK HERE AND
COMPLETE THE ZOOM FORM TO BE SENT A PERSONALIZED LINKI

lf you're new to Zoom or need assistance with joining the webinar,
visit hltps:l/michiaantownshlps.orE/learninqlvirtual-event-help for troubleshooting tips.

Not plannlng to watch live? No need for further actionl A separate email will be sent when the on-demand version is
available, typically 2-4 business days following the live strearn.

Ptease note that each registrant must have an email address on frle in order to gatn acoess to MTA's on-damand
webcasfs. To add an emailaddress for another registranttrom your township who does not yet have an email on file,

please send a request, including the name and emailaddress, to tonia@michilantownships.afq.

We are delighted you are taking advantage of this opportunity to gain knowledge and learn new ways to serve your

community.

Happy Learningl
The MTA Knowledge Center

Now You Know LIVE Webin ar - P&Z: NIMBY is Not
an Option, Now What? (members only) Confirmation

Thank you, A.J.. We appreciate your registration for our Now You Know LIVE Webinar -P&Z: NIMBY is

Not an Option, Now \ffhat? (members only) on A121-2026.

What:

When:

\Mere:

Now You Know LIVE Webinar - P&Z: NIMBY is Not an Option, Now \tVhat? (members
only)

011211202612:00 PM -0112112026 01:00 PM Eastern Standard Time

Virtual

Attendees

Registrant Name: A.J. Anielski
Solon Twp. (Kent Co.)

This emait has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentiats. Ctick h-ere to report this

emait as spam.
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+ 25What if Our Zoning Ordinance Does Not lnclude a Land Use?

It's common for people to think that, if you dor,'t have a

specific tand use in the zoning ordinance, that it's a

"there's no rul.es!" sitt:ation.

It is the opposite. lf the zoning ordinance does not

provide {or a l.and use' then it is not al'iowed'

BUT if a new (or newto you) use cornes up' you cannot

simpty refuse to provicle for tt in your ordinance'

n-'

ffi

Note that there is no specific statutory authority in Michigan for a "moratorium'on

approvars for a Iand use trat isn,t alreacly in the zoning ordirrance. But a township

rnaytalce a,.reasonable,,tirne to clevelop appropriate zonrng orclinance provisions

for a new use (which rnay arso require arnencrments to the rnaster plan) before

addressing apptications for that use' usE ONLY PER YOUR ATTORNEY!!!! t

l{ll.lBY lt Xot an Optl on I t'17 A t NvK Ja nu 6 ry zo?s



+
27The "Exclusionary Ru[e',

r A proclucr cf the 1970s...

r Based on decisions in northeastern states regarding lrousing

: Concerrrs tlrat newty developrng cornmunjties woulcl exctucJe iow- and
rnoderate -incorne famities white pursuirrg goats such as achieving a

higher tax base or aestheticalty pl,easing developme nr.

r ln Michigan, the rute was Iirst articutated in Kropf ,.t Ctty of Sterlrng
Heighls, 391 Mrch. 139 (1974i, where the Supreme Court slatecj that
"[ojn itsface, an orclinancewlrich tatatty excludesfrom a municipatitya
use recognrzed lry the coristitution or other laws of this state as

tegitimate aLso carries with it a strong taint of unlawful discrimination
arrc] the cle nial of equat prote ction cf tlte law as to the exctudctJ use."

NI'{BY It Not en OPtlon / MTA / HYK.lsnutry 2426

rr G*r Ei+ ldIilfq



+

Htf,lgYls Hot sn OPtlon t rlTA , NyK 
'!enuary 

20?6

The " Exclusionary rule"

r A township cannot simpl,y prohibit a tawfut tand use UNLESS:

rThere is no appropriate land area in the township where that
use can be built or used (i.e., completely buitt oqf suburb with
no land available that has sufficienf "fall zone" area to support
large industrial wind turbine)

r0R
r You can convince a court that the use has atready been

sufficientty provided for irr your towrrslrip or the area (no

"demonstrated need").

r DO NOT do either without specific direction from the
townshiP's attorneY Fl RST!

28

LeduE?+ f,6 d adQ s-t"'



+ Hopef utty, we-ve made the point' ' "
30

r I ;lr' ,.1, ; ::i
but in$1e4.1

.. nSt ttl:*thcr iVr ''ltke' i '''. tt ''t'ii

I HC,.fi,Cfif: iVt, rlrlkf: tt rVi:ti.: irytth nltl CXi5fing Anri plaril*qJ for laniJ

ij:{es rn !h*.I ,::'1';1 l*rlirr:}l".:lr1 isnd f'il$irir F'l:l?

a fiEr,ru can i\4. ,tri:lFif,i it'lr3rk,r',ith 11i-ji'xolvr:::1-ritr:": pLan"rcci' crarecter'o

as rdenfriied ir: the l'1i:!l{:"iLlir-r?

rH(}vlcan,,&srninrrnilepctrntlllltiuiSirI.],-csthrcugii:
' : -' ,-i : l) ,:' ., S;S

NIHBY r hlot ltn OFtror' ' l4lA ) t4 r* :t'l fa UO
.rilrl -{ L c tr 'f ,l .J



,;i: I

,.j 3rWhat is a master plan?
r The Master PLan is atso sometitnes referred to as "Comprehensive plan," ''Futui'e

tancl use plan," Generat pl.an," Community developrnent pl.an," "Growth mallagement

ptan," etc.

r lt states recornmendations for physicat development of the township in I'ine with

township's "character" and existing uses"

r BUT it atso provides the tegal" basis and supportforthe Zoningordinance and

for determining the Future Land Uses for different zoning districts or parcets

r lt may project 20 years or rnore inio the futurs. but YUsr ne reviewecJ-*and updated'

if necessary--at l.east every 5 years

r lF a new use appeers and your to'ri/nship hosn't included il in the Zoning ordinance

or the Maste r pr.an Fr;ture Land use Map, the township wiil" need to address and

probabl'Y uPdate both'

Hlusv lr Not nn Optlon I Hf A I NYK l8nuury 1026
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Catht r,nt lv: Jl/rldtrpl
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32
What is a master PLan?

r Master ptans shoutd be updated reguLarly to reflect

changes in poputation, derxographics (age, famity

size, income), housing, new I'and u$es and other

factors irn pactittg the tou,rnshil:'s f utu re needs'

r lf the PC and townslrip board do not consistentl.y

update and foLtow the ntaster pl.an, it is lrard to use it

to dctend zoning actions'

r AND it is harderto bc ab[e to respond quicktyto new

USES.

NlI.fBY ls Not an Optlon I MTA t NYK Jsnuary 2026

Q soe":t' ,,f$EL? r8f



A township tsw estsbti$hing land
devetopment district$ and regutating
land devetopment.

Whatis a
zoning ordinance?

Adopted to protect the pubtic hostth,
safety a nd general welfare.

The zoning ordinance MU$f be based

on the master Ptan (MCLs 125.3203

and 125.3833)

Atso to accomptish the pol"icios in the
master ptan regarding tsnd usee.

J'.1 rr ,.:, ii rl i')lrt:ritf, Il.1t.hINY/,1&llullty?0?6
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+ 34Master ptan & zoning ordinance

r Tire master pl.an is a statement of pqliry

r The zoning ordinance is a township !Ay1'.

r The master ptan refers'to f!L!Le. available taird uses

r The zoning ordinance iderrtlfies gr-irrF-ry-Ly-avaita[3[e land uses'

r The zoning ordinance is a tooI to carry crut the dictates of the

master Pta n.

r once a msster plan and zoning ordirrance are adopted, a[[

future rezoning decisions and changes must be consistent

with the master plan and the zoning ordinance'

dlHaY l! l{ot an option / MfA / NYK )onuary 20?.6
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35

Who's On Fi la a
a

Who makes the decisione dealing with a new
(or new to you) l,and use?

I

fJrt.l aY rli |\o! $n Oplan , H lA I lffl{ l&nua'i* 30:.6 .t:.

g
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AJ. Ar{alskl
Wednerdry, lanuxy ?1, 2026 1 31 PM

Rob€d lllick Ms* Horklnt
Domftly Willoughbyi Joh stout
remaining scre€n dlolJ
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Follow up
rhggd

A.J. Anlelski
Treasurer
Solon Township, Kent County
15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Sprlngs, M|49319
treasu re r@ sof o rttlvlf 

, 
grs

516-696-1718

"Do what you canf with what you have, where you are."
-Theodore Roosevelt

1



+ Who Decides How a Township Witt
Handte a Land Use?

36

r The t6wnsnip baard. Yss. the township board. Not the pti:nnrng cornmlsslon

r The tow'nship board adopts tov.rnship orclinance$, lnctuclingtf,e zontng

ordinance.

r The towtiship i:oard nrakcs ali amenclments to tlre zonlllg o:dinance-

I So, at a nrtn irnLlm, the boarrj ,,'';ilt vnte r":ri r,nll-t*iher to approve or d isapprove (or

change or sercl back) any e nrencnrent to the zoning ordinance submitted by the

planning commlsston

r The township tloard rnay atso reserve finat approval of the Master Plan to ttsetf'

tltl,lBY ls ilot an Optlon / t,lTA / NYK JFnuriry 2026



+ Who Decides How a TownshipWitl
HandLe a Land Use?

r The township board.

r A lot oi conf u:;]ott about who "drives the bus" for the zoning
ordinance ccrnes f rorn the fact that lne lalv cJiscusses ihe
prOCeSs of adopring Or fifi1*rrdirrg rire ZOrrlng orriinance lrotri
a meChaniCal perSpeCtive: "Step One, planning co'rtt:-ttssir)n

deveLops.dra{t ianguage...''- Bt-tt il-,at is tf"re 1rIanning

COmmiSSiO n t n its "acl n t i tt t ste riA l" ro l':-' -'d evelo n i n g I iir]gufi 8C

for thetcwtrsrip boarC to constcler-

r The p[anning commission DoES rlrilki; icl ;vcor7lineno;

zoning poLicy clecisiorts in tts roLe oi drafting/i'er.risin$ t-he

Master P|"an**specifrcally irr identifyrng Future l-and Uses

But it D()ES IJOT have thc f inaI say on tlie iolrin$ ordinatrce

(and does nat have finttt say on tl'te rn;isterp lan. rf the httard

has reserved finaf. aPPraval)-

Nli4BY ls Not an Oprlon I r4f A t NYI{I Janutrry 2026

Q 5+rtr" IT
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+ Who Decides How a Township Wil,L

Handle a Land Use?

r When a new (or new to you) use appears, the township board shou[d work with
the planning comnrission to coorclinate from the start!

r The ex otficio PC member (torlrnship boarC ntetnber orr tlre PCi artd the PC chair
are the liaisons ("gc-betweens") responsible fcr kceping BCTH the township board
and the PC updated on wi:ei-e thrngs nre liDirrg and wh:it tlte lcwnsirip board wants,

r Regular cornmunications and reports between the board and PG are required.

r Board rnentbers shoutd NOT go to PC meetir'rgs and vite versa--*you might create a

quorurn (OMA vtotation t.

r yes, you shoul,d knowwhatthe other is doing, butthat's whyyou havethe

"go-betweens " !

Nll4gY ls Hot sn OpUon l M'lA I NYX Jsnuary ?0?6

38
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+ 39Who Decides How a Township WitL
HandLe a Land Use?

r To avoi'l urrpteasant surprjses (aricl waste of time and money), the township
board shoul.d direct the pLanning commission earty on in howa new land

use shoutd be provicled for in the zoning ordirrance,

r This ccu[d be r,ght from tt-re sLiirt -- brrt more lil(eiy it is the township board

directing the pG to start researchin s nnd working with ptanner and attorney

to provide recomrnendations to the board of the cprtiorrs'

r Then the township board can give specif ic clirection to the PC lo develop

draft lerngr-iage and, at Stlrne point, st;heclule a pLlt:iic hea'ing'

r lt is not a perfect wortd, and changes in board mernbership, laws and other

factors can mean that approaches on a proposed use may change'

cornmunications between the township board ancl PC are key!

NIMBY ls Not:tn Optlon I |ttTA t NVK Jrntlary 2026
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Sont
To:
Cc:

Subiecc

Robert Ellick

FrDnr: Brent Case <C6seB@rightplace.org>

Wednesday, November 19,2025 9:59 AM
Robert Ellick

Allen G. Bacon

lExtemal] Consumers Energy / Solon Township introductions

Bob,

I wanted to introduce you to my primary contact at Consumers Energy, Al Bacon.

AIcnf,accn
Eagagerncrt llgr.

wcbdre! Economic Devetopmenl I Consumers Energy

fu's,f,/p,sF.tsg!
CountonUs

Al can coordinate a time to come tatk with you and some of)rour board members about tho energy suppty and

alteviat€ concerns about potentiat rate spikes.

At, Bob Ettick is the supervisor at Soton Township and is interested in tearning more about Consumers energy
production stretegyto serve the growing demand in the market.

l'tt let you Evo take it lrom her€.
Thanks,

Brent

d --*-"-*- Erent Case, CGBP
ME P€sident. Business Development

IBesb@'ahrpra€.@
[**u*.o*

I fs-o-taureve-sUt s!ile4-00-Gra!d Bapits-Ml 4s-Es

i:J:

Wc havs I nes sddss: 25 Otlam As SW, Sulle /r00, GaM Rapids, ill ir9503,



Counting the ways
you can count on us

Poweri ng Commu nities lOl
January 2026

Cansumers EnergY

. i, 1 U--
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Electric & Natural Gas Systems

1.5
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Reliability Roadmap
1.:1,,,,7r'.rj-114i.i't{'tii-tOil)1.'.ilt:.;il'-t'.',ti :-tat'tli.i't :t)t-)!.i

Goals
. All customers have power restored within

24 hours, no matter the weather^

. No single outage affects more than 1OO,OO0

customers.

How we do this
. More strategic tree trimming
. lnfrastructure upgrades
. Automatic Transfer LooPs

. Strategic undergrounding



Customer at the Center

We promise to deliver energy that is:

. Safe: Protecting people, property, and
communities.

. Affordable: Managing costs while investing in
the future.

. Reliable: Keeping the lights on and
operations running, no matter the conditions.

. Clean: Transitioning to a low-carbon future
with care.

. Equitabla: Ensuring access and fairness
across all communities we serve.

t*,x**
con count os
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Our Customcfs...
Residential Customers
6.8M residents acrossihe lower peninsula
Direrr aEs. income levels, and backgrounds

Small to Medium Sized Businesses
335,OOO businesses
Exampls: local shops and restaurants to sh@lend churches

Large Businesses
12,OOO business
Exampleli Aulomotiv€ & Manufacturing; Healthcare & Life Sciences; Agriculture 8
Food Pr6esing



Committed to
West Michigan

3OO,OOO+
customers in the greater
Grand Rapids Region

Kent County (2024)
. Paid $zSu in property taxes
. spent $lo4.7M with

area businesses
. Gave over il.lM in charitable donations
. Over 46O employees in the county

a} ,, l,r, ! *lu
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Making West Michigan a Better Place to Live, Work and Play.



Utilities l0l:
Why Regulation?

Public interest

prevents 
i nfrastructu re overbui ld ing

Capital intensive - economies of scale

cultivates customer protections

Regulatory compact

Safe and reliable energy

' "d',"

I



Energy Resources and Distribution System Overview

Hgnlllt$
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u
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lilHt!l

Our robust energy supply ls backed up by even more
capacity*2o3 CW of pooled capacitythrough Mlso

We're lnvesting big in pipes, wires and infrastructure that
deliver the reliable all customers and deserve.

',,1 :i.ai'-': .'i,"'r''itU:jtr' aja1,i' S\sia,"1-s Co'.-';to'
't1 >_. 11-. '.r -, I _-_a*a .
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Resource diversity is key to meet the evolving
energy landscape

Baseload Peaking

oil/cas

Our Supply plan includeci the purchase of the
Covert Ceneraiing Station, a l,2O0-megawatt'
naiural gas-fueled facility we begen operating
in lune 2C23.

Along witn our current natural gas power
plants in Zeelanci and lackscn, covert is

supplying reliable, on-demanc electricity to
meet MichiEan's energy needs when
renelvables and other sources are not availabie.

"We want our customers to know they can count on
us to develop new sources of energy as Michigan
continues to grow. We can meet their needs with

reliable energy produced right here in our state"

sti ModctipotL prEident of Eleddc suPply

lntermittent Storage Other

:;r:!'I''- :.

Battery
Storage

@
Natural

Gas
Wind

(s
Hydro
Fliver

@



Ready for Business
Michigan Energy Law Framework
. lntegrated Resource plan -20years
. Ensures long-haul capacity to serve our customers

Midcontinent lndependent System
Operator (MISO)
. Pool of resources from 15 U.S. states
. Transmission capacity into Michigan

Serving Data Centers and lndustrial
Customers
. Deiivering speed to market, affordable solutions

and reliable energy

. Tapping demand response and diverse supply to
meet increased energy demand

Robust Supply
. Naturalgasgenetation
. Renerebles, added inctementally

as n€ded
. A fiexible mix of omed and

contracted r€ources

i lnteErated Resource
Planning
. Euilt-in energy demand forsasting for

large cusorers
. New lntegrated Resoutce Plan {lRp)

filing expsted in June 2025

5 Reliability RoadmaP
- lnvesdnq $9 biliion to st[engthen and

modernize the grid
. Goals

r' All power restored within 24hrs. ofevery
outa9e

, No more than IOO.OOO customels out,
no matter lhe reather



2A24 Consurners Energy Electric Demand

Jan Mar. May Jul.

- 
2024 Electric Demand

Sep. Nov.
* - CE Electric Capacity

Dec.



Rate Case RegulatorY Proceedings
A 1O-month process that ensures fairness, transpareney, service quality and long-term

reliability for customers

Application
filed

Pre-hearing Filing
(staff and

lntervenors)

H€aring Briefing and
replies

ALJ
proposes
decisions

(pFD)

Exception
and replies

Order issued
by MPSC

commissionersconference

Audit and
discovery

After 1-month:
cannot be bounced

Prepare
Rebuttal

Cros-prep



Customer
Protections

MPSC approves terms of service between Consumers
Energy and data centers, other very large customers; adds

:i":::'::: "' " 
r exi sti ns cu sto m ers
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Data centers:

Rumon
Data centers will

require more power
than Consumers

Energycan produce.

Reality:

Consumers Energy
has capacity today

and will add resources
to support data

centers as they come
online.

Rumor:
New data centers will

negatively affect
reliability.

Reality:

Data center load is
projected to ramp up
into the 2O3Os and is
alreadyfactored into

our 2o-year
lntegrated Resource

Plan (lRP).

Rumor:
Data center

infrastructure costs
will increase

customers' bills.

Reality:

Data centers won't
raise rates. Large

customerswill pay
their fair share of
infrastructure and

supply costs.





Board Meeting 

January 12, 2026  

   *************DRAFT*************
   

 

 

  
Solon Township Hall  

15185 Algoma Avenue NE  
Cedar Springs MI 49319  

616-696-1718  
 

 Minutes of the Meeting of the Solon Township Board of Trustees  

January 12, 2026 @ 7:00 p.m.  
    

Meeting called to Order by Supervisor Ellick @ 7:00 p.m.  

Members Present: Robert Ellick, Dorothy Willoughby, Mark Hoskins, Jon Stout, and A.J. 

Anielski  

Members Absent: none. 

Also Present: Several members of the public were present, including but not limited to: Al 

Damsgaard, Jon Nix, Tina Anderson, Toni McArthur, Ellie Stone, Brian Creveling, Zack Wahl, 

Mark Labaar, Joshua Bird, Rich Modliszewski from Dermondy, Randy Threland from The Right 

Place, Liz Clifford, Valerie Gates, Andrea Slater, Justin Edmonds, Andrew Lang, Robin 

Hamilton, Mary Coonen, Denise Merrill, Mary Damsgaard, Rebecca Smallwood, Chris Curless, 

Jon Words, Gerald Skelonc, Jule Baker, Mike Running, Katie Covey, Toni McArthur, Justin 

Edmonds, Sherri Labaar, Christie Skutt, Carabell, Mary McHugh, Erin Hayes, Keith Sawade, 

Scott Carey, Joe Vandenberg, Hal & Vicki Babcock, Rick & Tanya Sevey, Jon Tilbert, Dale 

Bradley, Ron Perrin, Rich Hays, and Jeff Wright.    

Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 

Public Comment on Agenda Items: none. 
 

Approve Agenda 

A motion was made by Anielski to approve the agenda, seconded by Stout.  The motion carried 

5-0. 
 

Approve Consent Agenda  

A motion was made by Willoughby to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Hoskins.  The 

motion carried 5-0.  
 

a. Approve minutes from Board Meeting – December 8, 2025 

b. Approve minutes from Staff Meeting – January 7, 2026  

c.    Approve Bill List 

d.    Clerk’s Rev/Exp Report & Balance Sheets 

 

Committee Reports 

Cedar Springs Public Library: No update.         
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Cedar Springs Area Park & Rec: Issuing yearly invoice shortly. Have Daddy/Daughter dance 

coming up on February 7th, a Mother/Son nerf night, and a Senior night program.   

 

Old Business  none. 

 

New Business 

 

• Fire Department Preventative Maintenance SCBA Quote: A motion was 

made by Stout to approve the quote for $1,045.00, seconded by Willoughby. 

Motion carried 5-0.     

 

• Kent County Road Commission Dust Layer Invoice: A motion was made by 

Hoskins to approve $9,865.00 for the dust layer invoice, seconded by Anielski.   

Motion carried 5-0.   

 

Discussion Items: none. 

 

Correspondence 

Trustee Stout: none. 

 

Trustee Hoskins: none. 

 

Clerk: none. 

 

Supervisor: The Township has not received any application for a data center in the Township.  

 

Treasurer: none. 

 

Additional public comments:  

 

Al Damsgaard:  Had question on what land they’re scoping out, what it’s zoned, what size is the 

land in question, how far from the subdivision, and if the township has an application.  Spoke to 

concerns regarding water and electricity. 

 

John Nix: Stated everyone was here to stop this. How can Solon stop this? What zoning will stop 

them…it would need to be re-zoned. 

 

Tina Anderson: What cautions to prevent PFAS? We don’t want another Rockford. It causes 

cancers, Parkinsons and auto immune diseases.  I hear they’re noisy, it’d violate the noise 

ordinance. 

 

Toni McArthur: Haven’t looked into data centers until today. Has land been sold? Husband has 

done water systems on data centers and there are two kinds: closed & evaporative using 1.3 

million gallons a day.  Other centers take from Lake Michigan. Worried about water. 
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Ellie Stone: Spoke about hazardous pollutants, states she lives near the proposed location.  1300 

premature deaths by the end of the decade tied to data centers.  Noice pollution concerns, water 

usage of 3-7 million gallons a day, and chemicals in the water. 

 

Brian Creveling: I’m pro Trump but I’m against him on this issue. We need to stand ground on 

pre-requisites to prevent them from going through, use millions of gallons a day, pollutants, 

noise, increased sickness.  Life expectancy for a center is 15-20 years, doesn’t add jobs and 

lowers property values.  Suggests two Board members against one and two residents against one 

go to see a center.  

 

Zach Wall: Facts are what carry weight.  I don’t want to see a data center here, but I’m going to 

do my homework. Where does this benefit the residents of Solon Township? 

 

Mark Labaar: Has environmental concerns.  Has seen one in the U.P. and there aren’t any 

animals in the area due to the high frequency noise.  There’re not enough sound barriers, anyone 

in ear shot has decreased property values. 

 

Joshua Bird: The Board seems to suggest we are powerless to do anything. Asked who was there 

to answer his questions. 

 

Rich Modliszewski (Dermody Group):  Works with The Right Place to identify sites. Will 

address all questions in due time.  Have no plan to submit an application at this time.  Will set up 

education meetings.  

 

Liz Clifford: Has been working with computers since 1987. Not in favor of them, need to make 

poison pills to make sure data center doesn’t go in, i.e. moratorium, don’t re-zone, make sure any 

one company in the township can’t use double the water of the highest current use. 

 

Valerie Gates: Didn’t like comment that packing the room isn’t productive.  This meeting never 

would have happened in Algoma Township.  

 

Andrea Slater: What’s the next step? The Planning Commission meetings are every 4th 

Wednesday at 7:00pm.  Once application is submitted, what happens next? What communication 

do we have?  Hearing notice will be under Notices on homepage of website. 

 

Justin Edmonds: Michigan has law that reads vaguely that they pay for all the infrastructure. 

 

Andrew Lang: These companies looking to build are some of the largest in the world.  We need 

to force them to meet better standards. 

 

Robin Hamilton: Very concerned as this will be in my backyard.  Asked about 800-1000 acres? 

Looking at multiple parcels? Does this mean multiple centers? 

 

Mary Coonen: Read online that you first heard about it in July? How many are in U.S.? 5400 in 

U.S. It’s too close to town and to residents. 
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Denise Merrill: I don’t see a lot of transparency.  These things are environmental nightmares. 

 

Mary Damsgaard: We all agree, we don’t want this data center.  What website? What email? We 

need to keep each other informed. 

 

Rebecca Smallwood: Started a Facebook page Stop Solon Township Data Center. I feel like we 

aren’t getting information. 

 

Chris Curless: I’ve been through hearings before like in 2007 regarding a noise ordinance.  

You’ve got to keep coming.  Right on Solon’s website it says “Welcome to Solon Township, a 

vibrant community nestled on Kent County’s northern edge and home to the scenic Fisk Knob. 

Thanks to convenient access via US-131, we’ve grown while maintaining our charming rural 

character, attracting new homes and businesses. Our residents cherish the beautiful lakes, 

streams, and the Rogue River State Game Area, alongside a rich agricultural heritage. Come 

experience the warm, welcoming atmosphere and enjoy the perfect blend of peaceful living and 

easy connectivity to Grand Rapids. 

 

John W: Do we know who? 

 

Gerald Skelonc: Wants to know how many people here have kids. How fast do you want info on 

kids’ health? 

 

Jule Baker: Moved here in 2014. Never thought this would come to our back yard.  

 

Mike Running: Proposed location is my front yard.  If curious, I handed out 50 copies of a report 

from U of M. If closed system is proposed, get it in writing. Do your own research.  

 

Katie Covey: Asked Rich if he would move his family next to a data center. 

 

Toni McArthur: Asked Rich if he lived in Michigan.  She lives in Pierson Township, but her 

daughter goes to Cedar Springs schools. 

 

Mark Hoskins spoke to the rezoning of 17 Mile. 

 

Justin Edmonds: How long have you been working on the rezone? Whose idea was it to start the 

re-zone? 

 

A question was asked about if we can operate these meetings online? 

 

Mark Hoskins: The Moore’s own a large chunk of the proposed property.  They are going to 

sell…do you want 700 homes there? Majority: “Yes!” 

 

Sherri Labar: I live two miles from the data center.  You’re saying there are little options for the 

Moore property. Divide it up. 
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Christie Skutt: From out of town. Used to live here. Had been drinking contaminated water for 

two years and wasn’t notified of PFAS in water.  Once Microsoft comes in there’ll be pollution, 

poor health, they’ll take more property, can go underground and take minerals. Disappointed in 

State of Michigan. AI is not the answer. 

 

Katie Covey: How far towards Algoma is the proposed area? 

 

Denise Merrill: These things poison the earth. Do you want your children to have an earth left? 

 

Ellie Stone: She’s heard a lot of people speaking up for their children and grandchildren.  I’m 

speaking for my age group, we don’t see a value in AK> People won’t move here if we have a 

data center. 

 

Josh Bird: Wants to talk to Rich after.  When they look for opportunity, they look for resource 

rich and little political resistance.  This isn’t even the beginning. 

 

Carabel: Closed on house two weeks ago.  Bob, you’ve worked on the board for 22 years.  I 

think you’ve really got to care to be on a board.  I’m encouraged to see the people riled up. All I 

see is stone wall from the board. 

 

Chris Curless:  If some people do think it’s progress… what is that? 

 

Robin Hamilton: What might it take for the Planning Commission to say no? 

 

Toni McArthur: Asked Rick Sevey questions regarding his farm. 

 

Mary McHugh: This will take from freshwater lakes in this area. Our children deserve fresh 

water. 

 

Erin Hayes: I think we can all agree this earth is a gift.  Please don’t look at facebook, look to the 

facts.  I hope to God this doesn’t go through. 

 

John Nix: Can we stop it from being re-zoned? 

 

Robin Hamilton: What will it take to get a moratorium?  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Motion to adjourn by Anielski, seconded by Hoskins. Motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned 

@ 8:51 p.m.                 
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 NEXT MEETING: February 9, 2026. 






