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Gaines, Solon Twp
representatives.
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From: randy.ihelen@rightplace.org

To: Rod Weersing, Vanderberg,Alan, Robert Ellick, Jerry Hale

cC: Donna Ford, Brent Case

Subject: Re: Data Center meeling--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Date: 05-Feb-2026 15:14

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeling--thank you, follow up, and next steps.htm! [Save] [Open}

~WRDO0C00.jpg [Save] [Open]
Data Center Luncheon Final.pdf [Save] {Open)
headers.822 [Save] {Open]
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Sorry for the delay in getting back to everyone. Attached you will find a revised presentation that

better captures the status of each project. Please forward as you see fit.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

&R 616.771.0325 &3 randy thelen@@rightplace.org
rightplace.org
(? 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

WEST MICHIGAN'S

We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503,

_Join 300+ maRUfacturing and supply ‘
chain professionals to learn about
what's pext in the industry

March 3, 2026

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 4:45 PM
To: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>; Rod Weersing <vod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale







From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 4:45 PM

To: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>; Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale
<supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Ce: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Bob, thank you for catching that. I will make the change and resend to everyone tomorrow. Technically, the same is true in
Lowell Township as the rezoning application was withdrawn in December.

As for "active project,” my point was that companies are actively considering the three communities, To your point, while the
companies are "active" with due diligence, they ate not all "active” with the communities. Sometimes bullet points in a
PowerPoint don't allow for enough words to make the complete point.

Randy

Get Qutlook for i0S

From: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 4:27 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>; Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale
<supervisor@lowelitwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: RE: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Randy,

After a brief review of this information | found at least one incorrect statement, Solon Township
does not have a formal request for rezoning or site plan review. In addition to that | did not realize
without applying to our planning commission that Solon was an active project.

Thank You Bob Ellick

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 1:47 PM

To: Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale <supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Robert
Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: [External] Data Center mesting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Please share with your colleagues as | do not have email addresses for everyone that attended
last week. Please make special note of the invitation to a Zoom call with a data center community
on 2/26.

Thank you for taking the time to attend our program last Friday to learn about the data center
industry and the projects considering Kent County. As we discussed, there are legitimate
concerns raised by the public that must be addressed while considering the benefits that can be
realized if these projects come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced data center
development of this scale, Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that
spirit, please note the following:

* Attached you will find my presentation from Friday

* We are able to get municipal leaders from Papillion, NE (home of two hyperscaie data

I
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We are able to get municipal leaders from Papillion, NE (home of two hyperscale data

centers) to hold court with us on February 26t from 2:30-4p EST via Zoom. Please let

Donna know (ccd on this email) if you and others on your respective Boards and
Planning Commissions would like to attend.

We are planning a new standalone website focused on data centers and the three active

project communities (Gaines, Lowell, Solon), but in the meantime this page will be of value to
you and your community

Here is an_article | found that outlines one community's similar path and what they learned
from a data site visit to lowa. | have no idea who these people are, but it speaks to the sound
/noise question many of you are getting.

* We are working to schedule a data center tour in Grand Rapids. More details to follow.

| look forward to working with all of you as we continue to learn more about the data center
industry to determine if it is a fit for the region and your community.

Feel free to call me if you have any questions—mobile: 616.275.2123

Thanks,

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

616.771.0325 m: -
thelen@rightplace.org

rightplace.
org

25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 40 d Rapids, M
49503

We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Sulte 400, Grand Raplds, Ml 48503,
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CAUTION:; This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.







US DATA CENTERS
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Bipartisan Michigan law grants
exemptions on data center Sales
and Use Taxes (December 2024)

- Law treats data centers similarly to
manufacturing for sales and use tax
purposes.

- Targets large-scale projects that drive
significant private investment and
create high-skill, high-wage jobs

« Among the nation’s strongest
requirements for environmental,
performance, and ratepayer
protections
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PROPERTY TAX BENEFIT OVERVIEW THE PATH Y N\
|| simiuow [ sosiion FORWARD W
K-12 SCHOOI : §15,851 s
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

o « Communities and companies are listening to community feedback
$8,326,500

Current Status:
- Gaines: Rezoning request is before the Planning Commission
- Lowell: Rezoning request was withdrawn by developer
+ Solon: No formal request has come forward at this time

.

LOCAL MUNICIPALITY TOTAL $79,725,000

- Process is a bit unusual
» Usually done in steps—rezoning, site plan, bullding permit
= Publlc wants all the answers upfront and at once
= Can be done. but this approach will take longer

AUTHORITIES i
(Library, Senior. Millage, et¢)-

KENT COUNTY $3,001,850 $30,018,500

» Community outreach efforts
~ Companies preparing to depioy their community engagement efforts

30,883,000 $308,830,000
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From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Rod Weersing, Vanderberg,Alan, Robert Ellick, Jerry Hale

CC: Donna Ford, Brent Case

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Date: 03-Feb-2026 16:45

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps.himl [Save] [Open)

~WRDG0008,jpg [Save] [Cpen}
headers.822 {Save] {[Open}
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CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source, Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Bob, thank you for catching that. 1 will make the change and resend to everyone tomorrow. Technically, the same is true in
Lowell Township as the rezoning application was withdrawn in December.

As for "active project,” my point was that companies are actively considering the three communities. To your point, while the
companies are "active" with due diligence, they are not all "active” with the communities. Sometimes bullet points in a
PowerPoint don't allow for enough words to make the complete point.

Randy

Get Outlook for i0S
From: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 4:27 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>; Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale

<supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: RE: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Randy,

After a brief review of this information | found at least one incorrect statement, Solon Township
does not have a formal request for rezoning or site plan review. In addition to that | did not realize
without applying to our planning commission that Solon was an active project.

Thank You Bob Ellick

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 1:47 PM

To: Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale <supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Robert
Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: [External] Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Please share with your colleagues as | do not have email addresses for everyone that attended

last week. Please make special note of the invitation to a Zoom call with a data center community
nn 2/2R
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Please share with your colleagues as | do not have email addresses for everyone that attended

last week. Please make special note of the invitation to a Zoom call with a data center community
on 2/26.

Thank you for taking the time to attend our program last Friday to learn about the data center
industry and the projects considering Kent County. As we discussed, there are legitimate
concerns raised by the public that must be addressed while considering the benefits that can be
realized if these projects come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced data center
development of this scale, Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that
spirit, please note the following:

¢ Attached you will find my presentation from Friday
* We are able to get municipal leaders from Papillion, NE (home of two hyperscale data

centers) to hold court with us on February 26t from 2:30-4p EST via Zoom. Please let
Donna know (ccd on this email} if you and others on your respective Boards and
Planning Commissions would like to attend.

We are planning a new standalone website focused on data centers and the three active
project communities (Gaines, Lowell, Solon), but in the meantime this page will be of value to
you and your community

Here is an atticle | found that outlines one community's similar path and what they learned
from a data site visit to lowa. | have no idea who these people are, but it speaks to the sound
/noise question many of you are getting.

We are working to schedule a data center tour in Grand Rapids. More details to follow.

| look forward to working with all of you as we continue to learn more about the data center
industry to determine if it is a fit for the region and your community.

Feel free to call me if you have any questions—mobile: 616.275.2123

Thanks,

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

randy.

616.771.0325 .
thelen@rightplace.org

ightplace
org

25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Mi
49503






We have a new address: 25 Oftawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, M 49503.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.







From: supervisor@solontwp.org

To: Rod Weersing, Vanderberg,Alan, Randy Thelen, Jerry Hale

CC: Donna Ford, Brent Case

Subject: RE: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Date: 03-Feb-2026 16:27

Attachments: RE: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps.html [Save] [Open]
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CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments,

Randy,

After a brief review of this information I found at least one incorrect statement, Solon Township does not have a formal
request for rezoning or site plan review. In addition to that I did not realize without applying to our planning commission that
Solon was an active project.

Thank You Bob Ellick

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 1:47 PM

To: Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale <supervisor@lowelitwp.org>; Robert
Eliick <supervisor@solontwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: [External] Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Please share with your colleagues as I do not have email addresses for everyone that attended last week, Please make special
note of the invitation to a Zoom call with a data center community on 2/26.

Thank you for taking the time to attend our program last Friday to learn about the data center industry and the projects
considering Kent County. As we discussed, there are legitimate concerns raised by the public that must be addressed while

considering the benefits that can be realized if these projects come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced
data center development of this scale, Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that spirit, please note
the following;






considering Kent County. As we discussed, there are legitimate concerns raised by the public that must be addressed while

considering the benefits that can be realized if these projects come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced
data center development of this scale, Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that spirit, please note
the following;

* Attached you will find my presentation from Friday

* We are able to get municipal leaders from Papillion, NE (home of two hyperscale data centers) to hold court with

us on February 26™ from 2:30-dp EST via Zoom. Please et Donna know (ced on this email) if you and others on
your respective Boards and Planning Commissions weuld like to attend.

* We are planning a new standalone website focused on data centers and the three active project communities (Gaines,
Lowell, Solon), but in the meantime this page will be of value to you and your community

* Here is an article I found that outlines one community's similar path and what they learned from a data site visit to
Iowa. Ihave no idea who these people are, but it speaks to the sound/noise question many of you are getting.

* 'We are working to schedule a data center tour in Grand Rapids. More details to follow.

1 ook forward to working with all of you as we continue to learn more about the data center industry to determine if it is a fit
for the region and your community.

Feel free to call me if you have any questions—mobile: 616.275.2123

Thanks,

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

616.771.0325 randy.thelen@rightplace.org
rightplace.org

25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503






We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503.







From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Rod Weersing, Vanderberg,Alan, Robert Ellick, Jerry Hale

CC: Denna Ford, Brent Case

Subject: Re: D‘ala Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Date: 03-Feb-2026 16:45

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps.htmi [Save] [Open]

~WRD0000.jpg [Save] [Open]
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CAUTION; This email was sent from an external source, Please do not opén suspicious finks or attachments.

Bob, thank you for catching that. I will make the change and resend to everyone tomorrow. Technically, the same is true in
Lowell Township as the rezoning application was withdrawn in December.

As for "active project," my point was that companies are actively considering the three communities. To your point, while the
companies are "active" with due diligence, they are not all "active” with the communities. Sometimes bullet points in a
PowerPoint don't allow for enough words to make the complete point.

Randy

Get Outlook for i0S

From: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 4:27 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>; Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale
<supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: RE: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Randy,

After a brief review of this information | found at least one incorrect statement, Solon Township
does not have a formal request for rezoning or site plan review. |n addition to that | did not realize
without applying to our planning commission that Solon was an active project.

Thank You Bob Ellick

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 1:47 PM

To: Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale <supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Robert
Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: [External] Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Please share with your colleagues as | do not have email addresses for everyone that attended
last week Please make snecial note of the invitation o a 7oom call with a data center commiinity



Please share with your colleagues as | do not have email addresses for everyone that attended
last week. Please make special note of the invitation to a Zoom call with a data center community
on 2/26.

Thank you for taking the time to attend our program last Friday to learn about the data center
industry and the projects considering Kent County. As we discussed, there are legitimate
concerns raised by the public that must be addressed while considering the benefits that can be
realized if these projects come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced data center
development of this scale, Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that
spirit, please note the following:

* Attached you will find my presentation from Friday
* We are able to get municipal leaders from Papillion, NE (home of two hyperscale data

centers) to hold court with us on February 26" from 2:30-4p EST via Zoom. Please let
Donna know (ccd on this email) if you and others on your respective Boards and
Planning Commissions would like to attend.

* We are planning a new standalone website focused on data centers and the three active

project communities (Gaines, Lowell, Solon), but in the meantime this page will be of value to
you and your community

* Here is an article | found that outlines one community's similar path and what they learned
from a data site visit to lowa. | have no idea who these people are, but it speaks to the sound
/noise question many of you are getting.

* We are working to schedule a data center tour in Grand Rapids. More details to follow.

I look forward to working with all of you as we continue to learn more about the data center
industry to determine if it is a fit for the region and your community.

Feel free to call me if you have any questions—mobile: 616.275.2123

Thanks,

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO
616.771.0325 \
elen tplace.or
rightpiace.
org

25 Ot Ave SW. Suite 400, Grand Rapids, M
49503



We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Mi 49503,

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.
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US DATA CENTERS
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Data center presence in @ Primary markets @ Secondary markets () Emerging markets
Existing demand of Lower but fast- Emerging demand in markets

the continental US more than 800 MW! growing demand where power is still abundant

~Boston

los -
Angeles

‘Megawatt.
Source: Datacenters,com; S&P Giobal Market intelligence 451 Research; MeKinsey Data Center Demand model

SOURCE: MeKinsev & Co,
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DATA CENTER SITES
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DATA CENTER BENEFIT

Tech Jobs — 600 in first phase (200 each)
o Could approach 1,500 jobs at full build out

©

®

Average salary of $125,000+

@

Large scale construction project employing upwards
of 3,000 workers

L3

Spur local supplier and contractor opportunities

Extraordinary property tax benefits
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THE PATH
FORWARD

Gaines, Lowell, and Solon Township currently in various stages of formal rezoning
requests and site plan reviews

Communities and companies are listening to community feedback

Process is a bit unusual
= Usually done in steps—rezoning, site plan, building permit
= Public wants all the answers upfront and at once
= Can be done, but this approach will take longer

Community outreach efforts
= Companies preparing to deploy their community engagement efforts
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From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Faber,Stephen
Subject: Re: Thank you and follow up
Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:30
Attachments: Re: Thank you and foliow up.htmi [Save) [Open]
headers.822 [Save] [Open]
Creation Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:30
Store Date: 03-Feb-2026 02:43
Status: read
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Folder: Stephen Faber > Inbox .
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CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments,

Thanks, Steve. We will do our best to address the points you raise below. It is very difficult to play
'whack-a-mole' with the claims made by those opposed to data centers. Even the comments
below regarding water usage—I| am not aware of a single new data center that uses anywhere
near that amount of water today. The designs have changed, the cooling systems have changed,
and the choice has changed (10 years ago, communities, including Omaha where | was working,
wanted to see more water use to help their local systems operate more efficiently). | don't know
that we will ever be able to respond to each claim against the data center industry, but we will
provide clear info on how modern data centers can function in a community like ours—address the

concerns while reaping the benefits.

More to come. Soon.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEC

B 616.771.0325 £ randy thelen@rightplace.org
B3 rightplace.org
@ 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

WEST MICHIGAN'S

We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SV, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503,
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From: Faber,Stephen <stephen.faber@kentcountymi.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 2, 2026 11:18 AM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Subject: Thank you and follow up

11 You don't often get email from stephen.faber@kentcountymi.gov. Learn why this is important

Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I'd encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. I lived this when I worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot
of time to unwind and defend.

https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this
year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for | million homes,
which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027, Data centers use water to cool down equipment,
with large projects using up to S million gallons a day, equivalent to the water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to
50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025, Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as
Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the
Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then
about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business reported.

Please keep the county in the loop as you move forward with the comms pieces,
Thanks,

Steve Faber

Kent County Commissioner - District 18
cell; 616-821-8006

stephen. faber@kentcountymi.gov

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.




From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Rod Weersing, Vanderberg,Atan, Robert Ellick, Jerry Hale

CC: Donna Ford, Brent Case

Subject: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Date: 03-Feb-2026 13:48

Attachments: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps.htmi [Save] [Open]

Data Centers Legisiative Luncheon_1 .3_0.2026 shared.pdf {Savel [Openj
headers.822 [Save] [Open]

Creation Date: 03-Feb-2026 13:48 |
Store Date: 03-Feb-2026 19:40 .
Status: |
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Folder: " Alan Vanderberg > Inbox
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CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source, Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Please share with your colleagues as | do not have email addresses for everyone that attended
last week. Please make special note of the invitation to a Zoom call with a data center community
on 2/26.

Thank you for taking the time to attend our program last Friday to learn about the data center
industry and the projects considering Kent County. As we discussed, there are legitimate
concerns raised by the public that must be addressed while considering the benefits that can be
realized if these projects come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced data center
development of this scale, Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that
spirit, please note the following:

* Attached you will find my presentation from Friday
We are able to get municipal leaders from Papillion, NE (home of two hyperscale data

centers) to hold court with us on February 26" from 2:30-4p EST via Zoom. Please let
Donna know (ccd on this email) if you and others on your respective Boards and
Planning Commissions would like to attend.

* We are planning a new standalone website focused on data centers and the three active
project communities (Gaines, Lowell, Solon), but in the meantime this page will be of value to
you and your community

* Here is an article | found that outlines one community's similar path and what they learned
from a data site visit to lowa. | have no idea who these people are, but it speaks to the sound
/noise question many of you are getting.

* We are working to schedule a data center tour in Grand Rapids. More details to follow.

| look forward to working with all of you as we continue to learn more about the data center
industry to determine if it is a fit for the region and your community.

Feel free to call me if you have any questions—mbbile: 616.275.2123

Thanks,



Thanks,

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO
& 616.771.0325 £ randy.thelen@rightplace.org
3 rightplace.org
@ 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, M 49503
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From: supervisor@solontwp.org

To: Rod Weersing, Vanderberg,Alan, Randy Thelen, Jerry Hale

CC: Donna Ford, Brent Case

Subject: RE: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Date: 03-Feb-2026 16:27
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CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Randy,

After a brief review of this information I found at least one incorrect statement, Solon Township does not have a formal
request for rezoning or site plan review. In addition to that I did not realize without applying to our planning commission that
Solon was an active project.

Thank You Bob Ellick

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 1:47 PM

To: Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale <supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Robert
Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: [External] Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Please share with your colleagues as I do not have email addresses for everyone that attended last week. Please make special
note of the invitation to a Zoom call with a data center community on 2/26.

Thank you for taking the time to attend our program last Friday to learn about the data center industry and the projects
considering Kent County, As we discussed, there are legitimate concerns raised by the public that must be addressed while

considering the benefits that can be realized if these projects come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced
data center development of this scale, Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that spirit, please note



considering the benefits that can be realized if these projects come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced
data center development of this scale, Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that spirit, please note
the following:

* Attached you will find my presentation from Friday

* Weare able to get municipal leaders from Papillion, NE (home of two hyperscale data centers) to hold court with

us on February 26 from 2:30-4p EST via Zoom. Please let Donna know (ccd on this email) if you and others on
your respective Boards and Planning Cominissions would like to attend.

* We are planning a new standalone website focused on data centers and the three active project communities (Gaines,
Lowell, Solon), but in the meantime this page will be of value to you and your community

¢ Here is an article I found that outlines one community's similar path and what they learned from a data site visit to
fowa. 1 have no idea who these people ate, but it speaks to the sound/noise question many of you are getting.

* We are working to schedule a data center tour in Grand Rapids. More details to follow.

1 look forward to working with all of you as we continue to learn more about the data center industry to determine if it is a fit
for the region and your community.

Feel free to call me if you have any questions—mobile: 616.275.2123
Thanks,

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

616.771.0325 randy.thelen@rightplace.org
rightplace.org

25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Ml 48503



We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, M| 48503.






|CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Bob, thank you for catching that. T will make the change and resend to everyone tomoitow. Technically, the same
is true in Lowell Township as the rezoning application was withdrawn in December.

As for "active project," my point was that companies are actively considering the three communities. To your
point, while the companies are "active" with due diligence, they are not all "active" with the communities,
Sometimes bullet points in a PowerPoint don't allow for enough words to make the complete point.

Randy

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Robert Ellick <supervisor@solontwp.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 4:27 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>; Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry
Hale <supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: RE: Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Randy,

After a brief review of this information | found at least one incorrect statement, Solon Township does
not have a formal request for rezoning or site plan review. In addition to that | did not realize without
applying to our planning commission that Solon was an active project.

Thank You Bob Ellick

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 1:47 PM

To: Rod Weersing <rod.weersing@gainestownship.org>; Jerry Hale <supervisor@lowelltwp.org>; Robert Ellick
<supervisor@solontwp.org>; Al Vanderberg <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>

Cc: Brent Case <CaseB@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: [External] Data Center meeting--thank you, follow up, and next steps

Please share with your colleagues as | do not have email addresses for everyone that attended last
week. Please make special note of the invitation to a Zoom call with a data center community on 2/26.

Thank you for taking the time to attend our program last Friday to learn about the data center industry
and the projects considering Kent County. As we discussed, there are legitimate concerns raised by
the public that must be addressed while considering the benefits that can be realized if these projects
come to fruition. While much of the country has experienced data center development of this scale,
Michigan has not, so we are all learning in real time together. In that spirit, please note the following:

o Attached you will find my presentation from Friday
» We are able to get municipal leaders from Papillion, NE (home of two hyperscale data

centers) to hold court with us on February 26t from 2:30-4p EST via Zoom. Please let
Donna know (ccd on this email) if you and others on your respective Boards and Planning
Commissions would like to attend.
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From: al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov

To: Randy Thelen

Subject: Data Centers

Date: 22-Dec-2025 12:26

Atgachments: Data Centers.htmi [Save] [Open]

Creation Date: 22-Dec-2025 12:26

Store Date: 22-Dec-2025 19:21

Status: read

Box Type: sent

Folder: Alan Vanderberg > Sent items
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Randy,

I’m looking for information that I can provide my Board in my weekly update (that just goes to them) to start educating them
on data center issues. Garrick has stated numerous times that individual power bills will not be impacted by addition of data
centers due to the fact that the PSC rules don’t allow that and we are producing and even exporting plenty of power. Also,
much is being made of impacts to ground water and my understanding is that recirculating methodologies will be used. I
think you said that an amount equal to 30 residential swimming pools is required to operate the facility which uses
recirculating technology. The total water need is about 2-4 times the 30 swimming pools per year,

I would like to include more documentation on these items and any others you think important in one of my Board weekly
updates.

|
z
i
z

Thanks,

Al







From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Vanderberg,Alan

Subject: Re: Data Centers

Date: 05-Jan-2026 12:04
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CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Al

| am

sorry for the delay. | was traveling overseas, and our new cybersecurity protocols had

blocked my ability to get emails in a timely fashion. That has since been corrected...

A few thoughts to share:

Current data centers: Kent County has been home to Michigan's largest data center,
Switch, for roughly 10 years. Kent County is also home to the HQ of US Signal, which has
several data centers throughout Kent County and now across the country. Finally, Kent
County has several enterprise data centers throughout the area owned and operated by our
largest employers.

Michigan Tax Changes: Some Commissioners may recall that when Switch first proposed
their large-scale, co-location data center project, Michigan's tax laws did not fully contemplate
data centers. Specifically, Michigan applied Sales & Use Tax on the acquisition of the server
equipment whereas most other states do not. A data center refreshes their servers about
every 3-6 years to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars. Michigan's Sales Tax treatment
of data centers proved to be a barrier to investment. At the time of Switch, rather than
address the core tax issue, a tax-free Renaissance Zone tool was applied. Fast forward to
December 2024 when Michigan passed new legislation that allows data centers to apply to
the state for Sales tax exemptions, which has resulted in Michigan being competitive for data
center investments.

Electricity: Both Michigan Public Service Commission regulations and the Sales Tax
Exemption regulations require each data center to 'pay its own way' for electricity. This has
long been true for all sectors—one sector cannot subsidize the other and vice

versa. Consumers Energy would be the electric provider of any data center project in Kent
County and they openly express their ability to serve the demand without impacting other rate
payers. See more here.

Water: Data centers generate a fair amount of waste heat, necessitating cooling

systems. The choice essentially comes down to using water or electricity (air conditioning-
type systems) to cool the facilities. Earlier data centers used water circulation systems that
were relatively heavy water users. Today, data centers most often use a closed-loop water

cooling system, which resuits in dramatically lower water usage. Water is pumped into the
closed-loon svatem resulfing in the 11se of ahout 25 residential swimmina nonls of water to
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were relatively heavy water users Today, data centers most often use a closed-loop water

cooling system, which results in dramatically lower water usage. Water is pumped into the
closed-loop system, resulting in the use of about 25 residential swimming pools of water, o
charge the system. Other than periodic recharging of the system (3-4 times/year), the only
water demand would be for employee uses (restrooms, kitchen, etc).

* Tax Base: There are three data center projects seriously considering Kent County. If they
were to occur and fully build out their long-term plans, Kent County could realize a 10%
increase in its tax base (more than $10B investment) from the use of 0.3% of the County land
mass.

The Right Place has developed a landing page for data center 101 info which can be found here

. This includes an FAQ section along with links to industry websites for additional

information. With each of the three projects that are considering Kent County, we have worked
with the company and community to find ways for the project to address long-standing community
needs, including sizable infrastructure investments to resolve persistent water/wastewater issues
that would support all residents. While there is serious pushback nationwide, and in our
community, the 'data center dividend' must be weighed against any real or perceived costs
/concerns.

If you have any further questions or would like me or someone on my team to come talk with the
Commissioners about data centers, | am happy to do so.

Randy

Randy Thelen .
President & CEO f in @

% 616.771.0325 £3 randy.thelengirightplace.org
3 rightplace.org
9 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

WEST MICHiGAN’S
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(RIGHT PLACE

We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave 8, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503,

From: Vanderberg,Alan <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2025 12:26 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Subject: Data Centers

Randy,

I'm looking for information that | can provide my Board in my weekly update (that just goes to them) to start
educating them on data center issues. Garrick has stated numerous times that individual power bills will not
be impacted by addition of data centers due to the fact that the PSC rules don't allow that and we are

producing and even exporting plenty of power. Also, much is being made of impacts to ground water and
my understanding is that recirculating methodologies will be used. | think you said that an amount equal to
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be impacte;i‘-ts&/. ;adition of data centers due to the fact that the PSC ru%e;-da;ﬁ a’i|“OW that and we are

producing and even exporting plenty of power. Also, much is being made of impacts to ground water and
my understanding is that recirculating methodologies will be used. 1 think you said that an amount equal to
30 residential swimming pools is required to operate the facility which uses recirculating technology. The
total water need is about 2-4 times the 30 swimming pools per year.

| would like to include more documentation on these items and any others you think important in one of my
Board weekly updates.

Thanks,

Al
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.







From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Vanderberg,Alan

Subject: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Date: 26-Jan-2026 19:57

Attachments: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation.html {Save] [Open]
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CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source, Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Al,

Per our prior conversation, | would like to invite you and the Kent County Board of Commissioners
to a lunch at The Right Place this Friday at noon. We will be joined by a number of state elected
officials, as well as officials from Gaines Township, Lowell Township, and Solon Township. We will
have lunch available and will do our best to keep the meeting to one hour—noon to 1p. The
agenda is as follows:

* Welcome

* Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company
HQ'd in Grand Rapids. He will explain the industry, it's history, and this moment of rapid
expansion.

* Data Center Projects - Randy Thelen, CEO of Right Place, regional economic development
organization. He will walk through the projects before the communities, what concerns are
being raised, how those concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please let me and Donna know of anyone who wishes to attend.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO f in @

& 616.771.0325 randy.thelen@righiplace.org
B9 rightplace.org
? 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suile 400, Grand Rapids, M1 49503
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From: taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov

To: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Date: 29-Jan-2026 15:26

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation.html [Save} [Openj
Outlook-fcon

Desc.png {Save] [Open]
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525F 104287

Hi Randy - Thank you for this invitation. Along with Al, we have five commissioners and one staff member
interested in attending this lunch meeting.

L]
[ 4
L4
[ ]
*
.

Chair Ben Greene
Commissioner Steve Faber
Commissioner Kris Pachla
Commissioner Stan Ponstein
Commissioner Melissa LaGrand
Josh Spencer

aylor Porrett

Board Liaison

Kent County — Board of Commissioners
aylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov

Office: (616) 632-7582 Cell: (616) 745-5504

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2026 7:57 PM

To: Vanderberg,Alan <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Subject: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Al,

Per our prior conversation, I would like to invite you and the Kent County Board of Commissioners to a
lunch at The Right Place this Friday at noon. We will be joined by a number of state elected officials, as
well as officials from Gaines Township, Lowell Township, and Solon Township. We will have lunch
available and will do our best to keep the meeting to one hour—noon to 1p. The agenda is as follows:

* Welcome

* Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company HQ'd in

Grand Ranids. He will exnlain the industry. it's historv. and this moment of ranid exnansion.




* Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company HQ'd in
Grand Rapids. He will explain the industry, it's history, and this moment of rapid expansion.

* Data Center Projects - Randy Thelen, CEO of Right Place, regional economic development
organization. He will walk through the projects before the communities, what concerns are being
raised, how those concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please let me and Donna know of anyone who wishes to attend.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO
residen ‘f En
& £16.771.0325 &3 randy thelen@rightplace.org
B3 rightplace org
? 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Mi 49503

THE
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Joih 300+ mahufactui’ing and supply
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Hi Randy - Thank you for this invitation. Along with Al, we have five commissioners and one staff member interested in
attending this lunch meeting.

Chair Ben Greene
Commissioner Steve Faber
Commissioner Kris Pachla
Commissioner Stan Ponstein
Commissioner Melissa LaGrand
¢ Josh Spencer

Sy

slcon JTaylor Porrett

Descriptio JBoard Liaison

automaticéant County — Board of Commissioners
generated b 141 norrett@kentcountymi.gov

~ [Office: (616) 632-7582 Cell: (616) 745-5504

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2026 7:57 PM

To: Vanderberg,Alan <alvanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Subject: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links ot attachments,

Al,

Per our prior conversation, I would like to invite you and the Kent County Board of Commissioners to a lunch at
The Right Place this Friday at noon. We will be joined by a number of state elected officials, as well as officials
from Gaines Township, Lowell Township, and Solon Township. We will have lunch available and will do our
best to keep the meeting to one hour—noon to 1p. The agenda is as follows:

» Welcome

o Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company HQ'd in Grand
Rapids. He will explain the industry, it's history, and this moment of rapid expansion.

 Data Center Projects - Randy Thelen, CEO of Right Place, regional economic development organization.
He will walk through the projects before the communities, what concerns are being raised, how those
concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please let me and Donna know of anyone who wishes to attend.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

% 616.771.0325 5 randy.thelen@rightplace.org
3 rightplace.org,
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From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Donna Ford, Porrett, Taylor

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Date: 29-Jan-2026 16:37

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation.html [Save] [Open}

headers.822 {Save] [Open}
Outlock-lcon Desc.png [Save] [Open}

Creation Date: 29-Jan-2026 15:36

Store Date: 29-Jan-2026 23:22

Status: read

Box Type: received

Foider: Taylor Porrett > Inbox > BOC

Message Id: gggglé%%écasm 49bbbib3abaed3061d000003c46169#041BBO2E24A29A7 1 C4AE04D8B75A868BC85736FESD1ABE6221C1 AT

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicioils links or attachments,

Perfect. Thank youl

Randy Thelen

President & CEO f in
7 616.771.0325 randy . thelend@rightplace.org

3 rightplace.org

9 25 Ottlawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, M1 49503
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We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suiie 400, Grand Rapiis, MI 49503,
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chain professionals to learn about
what'’s next in the industry
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March 3, 2026

From: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:26 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

‘32 You don't often get email from taylor.porreti@kentcountymi.gov. Learn why this is important

Hi Randy - Thank you for this invitation. Along with Al, we have five commissioners and one staff member
interested in attending this lunch meeting.



ﬁ You don't often get emait from taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov. Learn why this Is important

Hi Randy - Thank you for this invitation. Along with Al, we have five commissioners and one staff member

interested in attending this lunch meeting.

Chair Ben Greene
Commissioner Steve Faber
Commissioner Kris Pachla
Commissioner Stan Ponstein
Commissioner Melissa LaGrand
Josh Spencer

® & ¢ & ¢ o

aylor Porrett

oard Liaison

ent County — Board of Commissioners
aylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov

ffice: (616) 632-7582 Cell: (616) 745-5504

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2026 7:57 PM

To: Vanderberg,Alan <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Subject: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Al,

Per our prior conversation, I would like to invite you and the Kent County Board of Commissioners to a
lunch at The Right Place this Friday at noon. We will be joined by a number of state elected officials, as
well as officials from Gaines Township, Lowell Township, and Solon Township. We will have lunch
available and will do our best to keep the meeting to one hour—noon to 1p. The agenda is as follows:

* Welcome

¢ Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company HQ'd in
Grand Rapids. He will explain the industry, it's history, and this moment of rapid expansion.

¢ Data Center Projects - Randy Thelen, CEO of Right Place, regional economic development
organization, He will walk through the projects before the communities, what concerns are being
raised, how those concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please let me and Donna know of anyone who wishes to attend.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

WEST MICHIGAN'S
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what's next in the industry

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize =
the sender and know the content is safe.







From: taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov

To: Donna Ford, Randy Thelen

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Date: 30-Jan-2026 08:18 :

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday ~ invitation.himl [Save] [Open]
Qutlook-icon Desc.png [Save] [Open]

Creation Date: 30-Jan-2026 08:18

Store Date: 30-Jan-2026 22:51

Status: read

Box Type: sent

Folder: Taylor Porrett > Sent items

Message Id: g%%%%%ﬁ:fgggg 49bbbib3aBae43061d0000000001 09#AC35B882D6F 8DAOFS5E3E322ACDEBOO7FEDCA4CAAA476D46F3EGC4

Good morning! Commissioners Bujak and DeBoer are also interested in attending the lunch today.
Is there room available for them to join?

Taylor

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:36:27 PM

To: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments, _

Perfect. Thank youl

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

7 616.771.0325 [ randy.thelen@rightplace.org
F9 rightplace.org
@ 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

MICHIGAN'S

iy
L

WEST

We linve a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503,




__Join 3,004 mévnu}‘actur/.hg:and supp7y :
_ chain professionals to learn about:
_ what’s nextin the industry

March 3, 2026

From: Porrett,Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:26 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

H You don't often get email from taylor.porreti@kentcountymi.gov. Learn why this is important

Hi Randy - Thank you for this invitation. Along with Al, we have five comimissioners and one staff member
interested in attending this lunch meeting.

Chair Ben Greene
Commissioner Steve Faber
Commissioner Kris Pachla
Commissioner Stan Ponstein
Commissioner Melissa LaGrand
Josh Spencer

*® & & ¢ o o

ent County — Board of Commissioners
ylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov
ffice: (616) 632-7582 Cell: (616) 745-5504

From: Randy Theien <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2026 7:57 PM

To: Vanderberg,Alan <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Subject: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments. ... ..

Al,

Per our prior conversation, I would like to invite you and the Kent County Board of Commissioners to a
lunch at The Right Place this Friday at noon. We will be joined by a number of state elected officials, as
well as officials from Gaines Township, Lowell Township, and Solon Township. We will have lunch
available and will do our best to keep the meeting to one hour-—noon to Ip. The agenda is as follows:

* Welcome

* Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company HQ'd in
Grand Rapids. He will explain the industry, it's history, and this moment of rapid expansion.

* Data Center Projects - Randy Thelen, CEO of Right Place, regional economic development
organization, He will walk through the projects before the communities, what concerns are being
raised, how those concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please let me and Donna know of anvone who wishes to attend.



raised, how those concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please et me and Donna know of anyone who wishes to attend.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO
© f in

B 616.771.0325 &3 randy.thelen@rightplace.org
£ rightplace.org
? 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, M| 49503
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.







From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Donna Ford, Porrett, Taylor

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Date: 30-Jan-2026 08:03

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation.html [Save] {Open]

headers.822 {Save] [Open}
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Status: read
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CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Yes

Get Outlook for i0S

From: Porrett,Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 8:18:42 AM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Good morning! Commissioners Bujak and DeBoer are also interested in aftending the lunch today.

Is there room available for them to join?
Taylor

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:36:27 PM

To: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re; Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments,

Perfect. Thank youl

Randy Thelen

President & CEO

7 616.771.0325 B randy.thelen@rightplace.org

9 rightplace.org

@ 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suile 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

WEST MICHIGAN'S
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From: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:26 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Il You dont often get email from taylor.porreti@kentcountymi.gov. Learn why this is important

Hi Randy - Thank you for this invitation. Along with Al, we have five commissioners and one staff member
interested in attending this [unch meeting.

Chair Ben Greene
Commissioner Steve Faber
Commissioner Kris Pachla
Commissioner Stan Ponstein
Commissioner Melissa LaGrand
Josh Spencer

* ® & o * @&

aylor Porrett

Board Liaison

Kent County — Board of Commissioners
aylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov

Office: (616) 632-7582 Cell: (816) 745-5504

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2026 7:57 PM

To: Vanderberg,Alan <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Subject: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments. -

Al

Per our prior conversation, I would like to invite you and the Kent County Board of Commissioners to a
lunch at The Right Place this Friday at noon. We will be joined by a number of state elected officials, as
well as officials from Gaines Township, Lowell Township, and Solon Township. We will have lunch
available and will do our best to keep the meeting to one hour—noon to 1p. The agenda is as follows:
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available and will do our best to keep the meeting to one hour—noon to 1p. The agenda is as follows:

* Welcome

* Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company HQ'd in
Grand Rapids. He will explain the industry, it's history, and this moment of rapid expansion.

* Data Center Projects - Randy Thelen, CEO of Right Place, regional economic development
organization. He will walk through the projects before the communities, what concerns are being
raised, how those concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please let me and Donna know of anyone who wishes to attend.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO
restden f in
B 616.771.0326 & randy.thelen@rightplace.org
£ rightplace.org

WEST MICHIGAN'S
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.







From: taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov

To: Donna Ford, Randy Thelen

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Date: 30-Jan-2026 09:04

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation.htm| [Save] (Open]
OCutlook-fcon Desc.png [Save] [Open]

Creation Date: 30-Jan-2026 09:04

Store Date: 30-Jan-2026 22:51

Status: read

Box Type: sent
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Commissioner Halsted is planning to join too! Sorry for the late minute additions.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 9:03:14 AM

To: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation ,

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments,

Yes

Get Outlook for i0S

From: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 8:18:42 AM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace,org™>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation '

Good morning! Commissioners Bujak and DeBoer are also interested in attending the lunch today.
Is there room available for them to join?

Taylor

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:36:27 PM

To: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Perfect. Thank you!

Randy Thelen )
President & CEO f n

7 616.771.0325 1 randy.thelen@rightplace.org

3 rightplace.org
® 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
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From: Porrett,Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:26 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

H You don't often get email from taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov. Learn why this is important

Hi Randy - Thank you for this invitation. Along with Al, we have five commissioners and one staff member
interested in attending this lunch meeting.

Chair Ben Greene
Commissioner Steve Faber
Commissioner Kris Pachla
Commissioner Stan Ponstein
Commissioner Melissa LaGrand
Josh Spencer

* & & 9 & °

aylor Porrett

oard Liaison

ent County:— Board of Commissioners
aylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov

ffice: (616) 632-7582 Cell: (616) 745-5504

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2026 7:57 PM

To: Vanderberg,Alan <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Subject: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Al



CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Al,

Per our prior conversation, I would like to invite you and the Kent County Board of Commissioners to a
Junch at The Right Place this Friday at noon. We will be joined by a number of state elected officials, as
well as officials from Gaines Township, Lowell Township, and Solon Township. We will have lunch
available and will do our best to keep the meeting to one hour—noon to 1p. The agenda is as follows:

* Welcome

* Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company HQ'd in
Grand Rapids. He will explain the industry, it's history, and this moment of rapid expansion.

* Data Center Projects - Randy Thelen, CEO of Right Place, regional economic development
organization, He will walk through the projects before the communities, what concerns are being
raised, how those concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please let me and Donna know of anyone who wishes to attend.

Randy

Randy Thelen

President & CEO

f in
B 616.771.0325 &3 randy.thelen@rightplace.org
B3 rightplace.org

? 25 Oftawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, M| 49503

WEST MICHIGAN'S

___chain prdfeSSiqh ; to learn about
__what's next in the industry

March 3, 2026

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

To: Porrett, Taylor

Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Date: ~ 30-Jan-2026 09:21

Attachments: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation.html [Save] [Open]

Outlook-lcon Desc.png {Save] [Open]
headers.822 [Save] [Open}

Creation Date: 30-Jan-2026 09:21

Store Date: 30-Jan-2026 22:52

Status: read

Box Type: received

Folder: Taylor Porrett > Inbox > BOC

Message id: 8323%3?%%5;1 49bbbfb3asae43061d000003c46169#14DIEC2923EAAF2ACABFB1DASSSADBB75036F45ABB084AEG76DET

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments,

Can you call me
616.275.2123

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 9:04:52 AM

Toe: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Commissioner Halsted is planning to join too! Sorry for the late minute additions.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 9:03:14 AM

To: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.potrett@kentcountymi.gov>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source, Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Yes

Get Qutlook for i0S

From: Portett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 8:18:42 AM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

Good morning! Commissioners Bujak and DeBoer are also interested in attending the lunch today.
Is there room available for them to join?

Taylor

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:36:27 PM
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From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:36:27 PM

To: Porrett,Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>; Donna Ford <DFord@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments,

Perfect. Thank you!

Raundy Thelen

President & CEO f in
& 616.771.0325 BA randy thelen@rightplace.org

(M righiplace.org

@ 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

WEST MICHIGAN'

H

We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 460, Grand Rapids, MI 49503,

- manu g and supply
hain professionals to :
what’s nextin

March 3, 2026

From: Porrett, Taylor <taylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 3:26 PM

To: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen(@rightplace.org>
Subject: Re: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

H You don't often get email from tayior.porreti@kentcountymi.gov, Learn why this is important

Hi Randy - Thank you for this invitation. Along with Al, we have five commissioners and one staff member
interested in attending this lunch meeting.

Chair Ben Greene
Commissioner Steve Faber
Commissioner Kris Pachla
Commissioner Stan Ponstein
Commissioner Melissa LaGrand
Josh Spencer

aylor Porrett
oard Liaison
[Kent County — Board of Commissioners

ylor.porretti@kentcountymi.gov
Office: (616) 632-7582 Cell: (616) 745-5504
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aylor.porrett@kentcountymi.gov
Office: (616) 632-7582 Cell: (616) 745-5504

From: Randy Thelen <randy.thelen@rightplace.org>
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2026 7:57 PM

To: Vanderberg,Alan <al.vanderberg@kentcountymi.gov>
Subject: Data Center meeting on Friday - invitation

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please do not open suspicious links or attachments.

Al,

Per our prior conversation, I would like to invite you and the Kent County Board of Commissioners to a
Junch at The Right Place this Friday at noon. We will be joined by a number of state elected officials, as
well as officials from Gaines Township, Lowell Township, and Solon Township. We will have lunch
available and will do our best to keep the meeting to one hour—noon to 1p. The agenda is as follows:

* Welcome

* Data Center Industry Overview - Dan Watts, CEO of US Signal, a data center company HQ'd in
Grand Rapids. He will explain the industry, it's history, and this moment of rapid expansion.

* Data Center Projects - Randy Thelen, CEO of Right Place, regional economic development
organization. He will walk through the projects before the communities, what concerns are being
raised, how those concerns may be addressed, and what benefits should be considered.

Please let me and Donna know of anyone who wishes to attend.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

& 616.771.0325 ™ randy.thelen@rightplace.org
& rightplace.org
? 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, M149503

WEST MICHIGAN'S
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We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, Mi 49603,
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.




From: stephen.faber@kentcountymi.gov

To: randy.thelen@rightplace.org
Subject: Thank you
Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:10
Attachments: Thank you.html [Save] [Open]
headers.822 [Save] {Open]
Creation Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:10
Store Date: 03-Feb-2026 02:43
Status: read
Box Type: received
Folder: Stephen Faber > Recoverable items > Purges
Message Id: 23¢809727386984¢a85f10a3419ac577000000515500#62E05F 71626E4040E02BD9105BD271A5446CASFICE72F3DEEEA4ES

D1FO9F2ED2

Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative.

Steve Faber

Kent County Cominissioner - District 18
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Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new

territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was teally informative and helpful as we navigate this new

territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I'd encourage the team to hit these questions directly.
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to hit the concerns and data brought for

https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, Id encourage the team to hit the concerns and data brought forward in this Crains
article...

hitps://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/
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Randy,

~Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I'd encourage the team to hit the concerns and data brought forward in this Crains -
article. ..

hitps://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the pro

Oracle's 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of
this year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 mitlion
homes, which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE's regular load by the end of 2027.

Data centers use water to cool down equipment, with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the
water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to 50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study institute reported in 2025.

Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require iess water than projects
that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8
million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit
Business reported.
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. 1 lived this when I worked on the comms for Waste to Energy facility.

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of
this year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 million
homes, which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s reguiar load by the end of 2027.

Data centers use water to cool down equipment, with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivaient to the
water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to 50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025.

Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects
that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8
million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit
Business reported.
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.,

As you develop the website and FAQ, I'd encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. 1 lived this when I worked on the comms for Waste to Energy facility. People
would google, find the incenerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that to

Oracle's 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of
this year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 million
homes, which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE's regular load by the end of 2027.

Data centers use water to cool down equipment, with large projects using up to 5 million galions a day, equivalent to the
water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to 50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025.

Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects
that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8
million galions of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then about 10 million gailons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit
Business reported.
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rules/ '

Steve Faber

Kent County Commissioner -~ District 18
cell: 616-821-8006
stephen.faber@kentcountymi.gov






From: stephen.faber@kentcountymi.gov

To: randy.thelen@rightplace.org
Subject: Thank you
Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:14
Attachments; Thank you.html [Save] [Open]
headers.822 [Save] [Open}
Creation Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:14
Store Date: 03-Feb-2026 02:43
Status: read
Box Type: received
Folder: Stephen Faber > Recoverable ltems > Purges
Message Id: 2368¢9727386384caB5f10a3413ac577000000515500#6F 889F 3B4354DI06EDFASDB2F5643A9989DA688BE0794DB4EAETS

C69809FBCFE

Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
tersitory.
\

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. I lived this when I worked on the comms for Waste to Energy facility. People
would google, find the incenerator in Detroif, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot of time to unwind
and defend.

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of
this year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 million
homes, which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE's regular load by the end of 2027,

Data centers use water to cool down equipment, with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the
water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to 50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025,

Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects
that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8
million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit
Business reported.
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory. ’

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the tean to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. 1 lived this when I worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot
of time to unwind and defend.

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of
this year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 million
homes, which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE's regular load by the end of 2027.

Data centers use water to cool down equipment, with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the
water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to 50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025.

Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects
that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8
million gallons of water o fill its closed-loop system, and then about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit
Business reported.
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rules/
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new

territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different

from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. I lived this when I worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.

People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot

of time to unwind and defend.

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is pianne‘d to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this

year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for I million homes,

which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027,

Data centers use water to cool down equipment, with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the water

use of a town with a population of 10,000 to 50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025.

Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects that

have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million

gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business rep

orted.

https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-

rules/

Steve Faber

Kent County Commissioner - District 18
cell: 616-821-8006
stephen,faber@kentcountymi.gov



stephen.taber(@kentcountymtgov



From: stephen.faber@kentcountymi.gov

To: randy.thelen@rightplace.org
Subject: Thank you
Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:16
Attachments: Thank you.htm! [Save] [Open]
headers.822 [Save] {[Open]
Creation Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:16
Store Date: 03-Feb-2026 02:43
Status: read
Box Type: received
Folder: Stephen Faber > Recoverable ltems > Purges
Message Id: %2%?:?1575;32298405\6&1 033419ac577000000515500#B4357176C4A502B64EB35531CCEB74EA1C2D7112DOEVEEQ76BEB3

Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new

terrifory. ,

As you develop the website and FAQ, I"d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. 1 lived this when I worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articies about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot
of time to unwind and defend. ‘

https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michi gan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/ '

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this
year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 million homes,
which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027. Data centers use water to cool down equipment,
with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to
50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025. Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as
Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the
Safine Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then

about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business reported.
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting fotks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. 1 lived this when I worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and [aunch attacks that took a lot
of time to unwind and defend.

https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real—estate/west-michigan—communities-scramble-to—prepa1'e-data—center—zoning—
rules/

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this
year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 million homes,
which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027. Data centers use water to cool down equipment,
with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to
50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025. Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as
Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the
Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then

about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business reported.
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. I lived this when T worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot
of time to unwind and defend.

https://www.orainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west—michigan-communities-scramble—to—prepare-data-center-zoning—
rules/

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this
year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 million homes,
which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027. Data centers use water to cool down equipment,
with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to
50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025, Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as
Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects that have evaporative systems, Still, a sister project to the
Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then

about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business reported.

These numbers are pretty far off a couple swimming pool
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. 1 lived this when I worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot
of time to unwind and defend.

https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this
year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for I million homes,
which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027. Data centers use water to cool down equipment,
with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to
50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025. Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as
Oracle’s project in Saline Township, requite less water than projects that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the
Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then

about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business reported.

——

Please keep the county in the loop as you move forward with the comms pieces,
Thanks,
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. I lived this when I worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot
of time to unwind and defend.

hitps://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/

Oracle’s |.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this
year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for I million homes,
which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027. Data centets use water to cool down equipment,
with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to
50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025. Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as
Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the
Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then

about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business reported.

Please keep the county in the loop as you move forward with the comms pieces,
Thanks,

Steve Faber

Kent County Commissioner - District 18
cell: 616-821-8006

stephen, faber@kentcountymi.gov
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Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. I lived this when I worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a lot
of time to unwind and defend.

https://www.ctainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this
year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for | million homes,
which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027. Data centers use water to cool down equipment,
with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a déy, equivalent to the water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to
50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025. Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as
Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the
Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then

about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business reported,

Please keep the county in the loop as you move forward with the comms pieces,
Thanks,

Steve Faber

Kent County Commissioner - District 18
cell: 616-821-8006

stephen. faber@kentcountymi.gov







From: stephen.faber@kentcountymi.gov

To: randy.thelen@rightplace.org

Subject: Thank you and foliow up

Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:18

Attachments: Thank you and follow up.himl [Save] [Open]
headers.822 [Save] [Open]

Creation Date: 02-Feb-2026 11:18

Store Date: 03-Feb-2026 02:43

Status: read

Box Type: recelved

Folder: Stephen Faber > Sent ltems

Message Id: 23c8c9727386984ca65110a3418ac577000000000109#71CF089F 18EBC3DFF02FEF5221192DASES16987B52BC7C4613C578

384EABI9D1

Randy,

Thanks for hosting folks for the data center discussion on Friday. It was really informative and helpful as we navigate this new
territory.,

As you develop the website and FAQ, I’d encourage the team to explicitly share how local projects will be similar or different
from the project moving forward in Washtenaw. I lived this when T worked on comms for our Waste to Energy facility.
People would google, find articles about the incinerator in Detroit, assume we were the same, and launch attacks that took a ot
of time to unwind and defend.

https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/real-estate/west-michigan-communities-scramble-to-prepare-data-center-zoning-
rules/

Oracle’s 1.4-gigawatt OpenAl project, which is planned to begin construction in Washtenaw County in the first quarter of this
year, would be the largest energy user in the state. The facility is expected to consume enough electricity for 1 million homes,
which would lead to a 25% increase in DTE’s regular load by the end of 2027, Data centers use watet to cool down equipment,
with large projects using up to 5 million gallons a day, equivalent to the water use of a town with a population of 10,000 to
50,000, the Environmental and Energy Study Institute reported in 2025, Data centers that have closed-loop systems, such as
Oracle’s project in Saline Township, require less water than projects that have evaporative systems. Still, a sister project to the
Saline Township data center in Texas is projected to use 8 million gallons of water to fill its closed-loop system, and then

about 10 million gallons annually in refills, Crain’s Detroit Business reported.

Please keep the county in the loop as you move forward with the comms pieces,
Thanks,

Steve Faber

Kent County Commissioner - District 18
cell: 616-821-8006

stephen. faber@kentcountymi.gov
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Happy New Year everyonel

- L hone vour vear is getting off to a fast, fun start. Here are a few quick updates and a specific ask
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2. Data Centers: In recent Board meetings, we have spent time discussing the pro's and con's
of data center development. For Kent County, the two projects we are working on could
deliver combined investment north of $10B, which would be a 10% increase in the Kent .
County tax base. That is $250M/year in new property taxes (ifwhen they build all phases),
which could fund new roads, firetrucks, schools, and, importantly, sustained property tax
cuts. | spoke with the Mayor of Pappillion, Nebraska this morning (suburb of Omaha, where !
worked 10 years ago). When | was there, we recruited a Facebook data center and the
Mayor and | talked about how that has worked out for them:

o Lowered their property tax millage on all residents and businesses each year for 10 years

o School system went from near bankruptey to now the wealthiest in the state and has a
new high school, new elementary school, and new STEM program.

o |nfrastructure investments made by Facebook (and later Google) have opened up
development opportunities in that area. "We have over 5M sq ft of industrial and
commercial developments that have been sparked by the infrastructure that was delivered
by the data centers" ,

o Electric rates dropped in the early years of data center deployment. They have climbed of
late, but he did not attach that to the data centers.

o " have not had a single citizen call complaining about data centers”

It was the call | needed after a week of difficult public meetings. | am planning to take a coalition of
local officials from the Townships involved to Omaha in the weeks ahead. They need to see, hear,
feel the positive impacts that can accrue. Further, you may have seen Microsoft announced a 5-
point plan for "community-first" infrastructure that commits them to pay electric rates that protect all
other rate payers, dramatically reduce their water usage, pass on local property tax incentives, and
train/hire local residents for the jobs. You will be hearing more of this locally next week as they
step forward at a series of public meetings. While the road ahead for these companies to receive
their rezoning approvals will be bumpy, | remain impressed by our local elected officials who have

had to endure some challenging public meetings. As they say, we must deal in facts. If any / of vou - ——
ever have any questions, feel free to call me any time: 616.275.2123. - —

Sy StrategicPlan=ia~—""






e rrererverTo U CERITIGETTE QUICK TNTETTSUIVEY @nd 1100k forward to seeing many of you on
the data center call next Friday.

Randy

Randy Thelen
President & CEO

7 616.771.0325 B2 randy.thelen@righiplace.org
B39 rightplace.org

® 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

WEST MICHIGAN'

W@,&

NG \THE : 5
?m@anE;MM%E

WINNER 2025

We have a new address: 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 460, Grand Rapids, MI 49503,

Jom 300+ manufacturing and supply
~chain professionals to learn about
what's next in the industry

Conference .

March 3, 2026
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WHY NOT REFURBISH?

&

SAFETY FIRST

Having been commissioned in
1963, the GRR ATCT:

+ Has well exceeded the FAA's 40 year
life expectancy for an ATCT.

+ Has not kept pace with OSHA access
requirements and safety standards.

« No longer compllant with federal
facility security standards.

Aging Infrastructure

The mechanical, electrical, and structural
systems are at end of life, requiring replacement.

Accessibility challenges.

ADA & OSHA requirements cannot
be met withln the existing structure.

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER

FlyFord.org/Elevate

This federally owned, operated and maintained facllity
must be the next tower replaced by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Efforts for this development have
been progressing with a new Alr Traffic Control Tower
(ATCT) site, height and cab rotatlon finalized per an FAA
siting report executed on January 10, 2023,

Thanks to the support of Congressionally Directed
Spending a new federal air traffic control tower for GRR
is progressing! Tower design, led by the FAA Facilitles
and Engineering Services Team in Chicago, is completel
A funding commitment from the FAA to prioritize and
construct the new ATCT is our next opportunity,

CONSTRUCTION 2025/

Poor location.

The cab Is tindersized and FAA Tech Ops
staff is off-site, without space for facilities
in the current ATCT,

Enhanced security.

Bringing the ATCT up to current
security best practices,

LOST OPPORTUNITIES

ECONOMIC BENEFIT

+ Supports direct temporary jobs

Over$2.0Mof 1= Over §1 M of LEASE tor bl des! f
PARKING revenue ! ! revenue will be lost orp anners} EsIgners an Parking
will be lost this year ! this year due to sight contractors for a 370 M+ project spaces
due to line of sight constraints. 42 Actes + Creates space in the terminal
constraints on of aeronautical Jand core for futher development.
development, over and 5 acres of non-
$9.1 Mto date aeronautical Jand can + Allows for development of
not be developed at new hangars to satlsfy

this time.

$3,000,000

Total ground lease and parking
revenue lost per year

forecasted demand.

+ Additlonal facilities to be built
to support commerclal
alr service growth.

Generated
+ annually

$200




_

GERALD R *omr
T_EVATE FORDR e

The total cost for ATCT construction is estimated to be between $65 and $72 million and will be confirmed by market during the public
procurement phase, Opportunity exists to continue facility development with federal funding for the construction phase in FY25.

NEXT STEPS
5. Construct new
GRRATCT. -
3. Identify construction
phase funding source. 6. Commission
new GRR ATCT.
1. Issue an ATCT design contract

fromFAAtotheindustry,. Q"""

wr®
.
-’

4. Publicly procure ATCT

! % construction contractot,

2. Complete ATCT design and
updated cost estimate.

Relocation of the Gerald R. Ford International Airport Air Traffic Control Tower remains
the top federal priority for the airport and one of the top ten regional priorities for our
community - to the benefit of the greater West Michigan area.
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are able to find quality i ith friends and -
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Our work with the data center industry will transition to the formal public hearing process in the
coming weeks, so | want to provide you with an update: :

T

* With the Lowell project, which will be the first one fo go through this rezoning process, the
business park project has been highly public and engaging for nearly two years. This includes
significant media coverage, FAQ on the city of Lowell and Lowell Township websites, email
updates to several hundred local residents that signed up, six formal public hearings and a
number of town hall/community conversations.

Media coverage about two weeks ago on the potential of a data center

"Council Coffee" for citizens to voice their questions

Two Town Hall meetings with city, township, Consumers Energy, Franklin Partners
(developer) and Right Place are available to answer any questions. All questions will be
captured and, if not already addressed in the FAQ, will be responded to within 48 hours

* Planning Commission has a formal public hearing and potential vote scheduled for 12/8,
where an amendment to their zoning ordinance is proposed that will clarify that data centers
are eligible within their industrial zoning classification '

* |fthe Planning Commission votes to make that change, there will be another public hearing

~and potential vote on 12/15 by the Lowell Township Board

* Additional public input will occur if the project progresses, including site plan review,
Development Agreement, utility agreements

We also have worked with the data center companies to adjust their plans to better match the
desires of the community, including:

° Dramatic f reductions. Two of them Oposing closed loop water s, that
aasattfaliv act lika a rar radiatortn o a data centare  One is anngiel&ring a new air-
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Nothmglgeasy these days, but we have taken a new approach and are ready for next week. My
Thanksgiving dinner conversation will likely include a data center discussion, so | thought 1 would
equip all of you with some info in case it comes up at your table too!

Happy Thanksgiving,

Randy

2 Rai}d&"i‘helen
President & CEO . f. ig @‘

616.771.0324 [ 6162752123
= r‘andy.theien@r,ightplagc.qrg_ ‘E‘ rightplace.org
? 25 Ottawa Ave SW, Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 4950
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Frequently Asked Questions

Will new Michigan data centers raise my rates?

No. They will pay their share of the energythey use and the mfrastructurethey
need.As new, large businesscustomerscome onling, they share the benefits
and the cost of the overall electricsystem. And when fixed costsare shared by
more customers,the overall cost burden is lower for each customer!

Where is the energy coming from to support these massive projects?
Consumers Energy has plenty of energy supply to meet customerdemands-
even on the hottestand coldestdays With naturalgas plants, dispatchable
renewableresourcesand batterystorage in our energy supply portfolio, we can
supply reliable,on-demand electricityto meet Michigan'sgrowing energy
needs. Our expertsuse advanced modeling technologyto forecast how much
powerwe'llneed today and in the future. \We then build robust plansto meet
that demand, which includes potentialfor large businessload requests.We
continueto grow our supply capacityeach year to meet the needs of all
customers, while encouraging responsibleenergy use through our industry-
leading energy efficiencyand demand response programs.

What about the environmental impacts of data centers?

We are committed to the environment-to clean air, water,and land and to
protectingthe planet, which mattersto all of us. Our Energy Supply Plan will
not only complywith Michigan's2023 energy law but also add cost-effective
resourcesto ensure new growth is served with a diverse portfolio of reliable
energy.

Does Consumers Energy have enough power to support these large
projects, and should we expect brownouts?

We have plenty of reliableenergy supply to meet today'sdemands and support
future expansionacrossour state, contraryto what third-partystakeholders may
claim.Our long-term energy supply plan {Integrated Resource Plan) detailsthe
evolvingenergy landscape and increasing demand with cost-effective
generation over the course of the next twentyyears.As future large customers
come online in the future, our blueprintwill transparently demonstratehow we
will reliably and affordably meet the demand of all customersincluding
proposed economic developmentprojectsin Michigan's pipeline?

TMPSC approves terms of service between Consumers Energy and data centers, other very large customers;
adds protections for existing customers. 2025, November 6. michigan.gov/mpsc
2MPSC Resource Planning. michigan.gov/mpsc

To learn more, visit: L i e : . Consumers Energy

ConsumersEnergy.com/reliable

CountonUs™



